
Friday 17th September 2021        Volume 15, Issue 19 

WELCOME BACK! It is simply brilliant to have all of our pupils back in school and to see all of our families at drop off 

and collection. I have enjoyed catching up with you all about what you got up to over the summer and support 

you in making a positive start to the new academic year. It has felt different coming back this time as all 

restrictions have been lifted but we know that the virus is still prominent within our community. Because of this, I ask 

that you continue to wear your face coverings when collecting and dropping off and try to maintain social 

distancing as far as possible. It is fair to say that families have different feelings about the virus and I politely ask 

that you are mindful of this and ensure that you give each other space when on the school grounds. 

 
Deputy Headteacher 

The Lipson Vale team were very pleased to welcome Mrs Stephens to school last week as our Deputy 

Headteacher following Mrs Marsh’s retirement. Mrs Stephens has settled in well and has received a warm and 

friendly welcome from staff, families and pupils. Thank you for welcoming her so positively. Mrs Stephens has 

already begun to teach her Year 6 group every morning, as well as getting to know what teaching and learning 

looks like across the school.  

 
New pupils 

It has been wonderful to welcome our new pupils over the last week or so. As well as 60 new Foundation children, 

we have also welcomed many new pupils across the school. They have all settled beautifully into new routines 

and have been enjoying their new classrooms, resources and making new friends. A truly brilliant start. 

 
Our READY behaviours 

I was really pleased to introduce our new READY behaviours to all pupils across the school. These have been 

created following significant training for all staff last year on being ‘Trauma Informed’ and form the basis of our 

new ‘Relationships Policy’, which replaces the previous behaviour policy. The focus of this new policy is to 

understand and embrace the importance of relationships in promoting and sustaining a learning environment 

that promotes everyone’s right to learn and be safe. A key idea that pupils have really taken to is of the ‘Window 

of Tolerance’. This enables pupils to develop a better understanding of how tolerance may be different for each 

of us and may change when something happens in school (like falling out with friends in the playground, for 

example). I will follow up on the new Relationship Policy shortly so that you too can understand they new systems 

and strategies in place. 

 
Meet the teachers 

Over the next week you will receive an invitation to a ‘meet the teacher’ drop in session for your child’s new class. 

This is an optional drop in for families so that you can meet your child’s new teacher and find out about what to 

expect from the year ahead. We recognise that not all families will be able to attend these sessions, so we will also 

be sending home a letter giving some key information. We want you all to feel well informed about the year 

ahead and be able to have answers to any questions that you may have. 

 

I hope you too share my feelings about the positive start we have all had for this academic year. Have a 

wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next week.  

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 



The Sunfish and Turtles have been busy settling into school life in KS2. 

They have thoroughly enjoyed learning our new story ‘The Stone Age 

Boy’ and making predictions, asking questions, and retelling the story 

in their own words.   

In RE the children listened carefully to 

the ‘Creation Story’ and have produced some 

beautiful drawings as we start to explore what 

Christians learn from the story of creation.   

‘Hola’ from Year 3. This week the children set off on 

a new adventure … learning Spanish! They 

have located Spain on a world and European map 

and enjoyed exploring Spanish customs and 

cultures. We hope you like the flags!   

Wow! We can’t believe we have been in Year 1 for over a 

week! Every day we cram so much in! The children have 

all been to Forest school - we have loved watching them 

learn in the mud and just have some fun! 

In English, we are learning all about the ‘Colour Monster’. 

We went on a hunt around the school and wrote about 

our findings! 

In maths, we are focusing on number order. Today we 

made our own number lines using different 

representations! 

The children have all settled in so well, and we can’t wait 

to invite you in to see what we have been up to soon!  



Year 5 learnt all about the circulatory 

system, however, you would be forgiven 

for thinking it was the scene of a crime 

scene investigation!  

Today Year 6 worked together to perform 

melodic phrases at the start of the new music 

unit. They went on to collectively plan a 

performance using their rehearsed phrases.   

Mr Smith, our drum teacher, came 

in today to meet his new students. 

George in year 3 has made a 

great start today.   



Year 2 are very busy learners! In maths, we are 

exploring place value and we can identify the tens 

and ones in two-digit numbers. In geography, we 

have used different types of maps to find out about 

the United Kingdom. In English, we are exploring 'Here 

We Are' by Oliver Jeffers and we have created text 

maps. Here is some of our learning!  

Inspired by the book ‘Here we are’, Angel Sharks 

created a ‘connecting with one another’ tree and 

considered their favourite places, special 

relationships and celebrating diversity. 

They also created a display to celebrate their new 

class name. Miss Welsh went on the hunt for paint 

sample cards to create a great effect. 



Otters and Dolphins in Year 4 showed great resilience 

when undertaking an elicitation writing task, retelling the 

fairy-tale Cinderella, and produced some lovely written 

work. 

Both classes also enjoyed studying the techniques and 

work of the artist Paul Klee before completing their own 

self portrait in the style of the artist. During the lesson, they 

reviewed and admired each other's work. 

To begin the year, Rays created 

an acrostic poem to identify all 

of the qualities they hope to 

show together this year. They 

also created a tree to identify 

how we are ‘connected to one 

another’. A great start to the 

new academic year. 



We hope you are enjoying taking part in PLANET SUPER 

LEAGUE!   If you haven't signed up yet, look at the details 

below. 

Planet Super League is an online tournament where children take part in fun, weekly, educational activities for 

six weeks. They can lead their families at home to inspire changes that can have a big impact on the          

environment. Why not join in with thousands of other families having fun and doing their bit! 

 

You’ll be representing Plymouth Argyle in CUP26, a tournament against 48 other professional football clubs, for 

points and prizes. Can you help Plymouth Argyle win the league? 

 

There are over 60 fun activities to do on the Planet Super League website. The activities will help you save 

money, have fun as a family and be more sustainable. And just as important - it will help us win the league! 

 

Registration is live from Monday 6th September and the first round of fixtures kicks off on this Monday 13th. So 

be quick and SIGN UP FREE NOW, to be part of the team: 

Visit: www.planetsuperleague.com 

Register: Create a family team name and select Plymouth Argyle and school from the dropdown list. 

 

Play: Complete as many fun activities and challenges as you can and help make a difference to the planet! 

 

See you on the pitch! 

 

Staff Vacancy 

LVPS currently has a vacancy for a school 

cleaner. 

If you are interested in applying please contact 

the School Business Manager, Mrs Pamela Dean 

in the School Office. 

 

http://www.planetsuperleague.com/


Things to talk about at home…  

• How do you think the 

families who are fleeing 

Afghanistan must be 

feeling? 

• How do you think people 

in the UK and other 

countries can help any 

refugees that arrive? 

• Talk about what the 

refugee families might 

need, e.g., clothing, 

blankets, food and drink 

etc 

Congratulations to the children in Year 1 for achieving their Green Blue 
Peter Badge! 
 
They worked so hard in the summer term to achieve many of the steps 
required to win this fabulous badge. They turned off their electrical devices 
to save electricity, they sorted the recycling at home and made sure they 
saved water by turning off the tap when brushing their teeth.  They are also 
continuing to do all these things to help care for the planet. Well done Year 
1, we are VERY proud of you! 
 
As a school we continue to consider ways to help the environment and 
reduce, reuse and recycle.  Remember to recycle your crisp packets and 
milk bottle tops in school to help raise funds for Dartmoor Zoo! 



Dates for your diaries: 

22.10.21    Last day before half term 

     break. 

 

23.10-21-31.10.21  Half term holiday. 

 

01.11.21    First day back to school. 

 

02.11.21    Tempest Photography:                 

     individual and family  

     groups. 

 

17.12.21    Last day before    

     Christmas break. 

 

04.01.22    Non pupil day. 

 

05.01.22    First day 

     back. 
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To start of the new term we introduced our new READY behaviours and the 

‘Window of tolerance’. This is an exciting new school strategy to support all our 

pupils in understanding their behaviour and the importance of strong and stable 

relationships with others. We will be continuing to focus on ‘tolerance’ as a theme 

in the coming weeks. 
 

What does ‘tolerance’ mean to you? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

