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I love putting this newsletter together. The contributions from year groups and classes really celebrate the 

learning that is going on across the school and shows the exciting learning opportunities offered to all of our 

pupils across many different subjects. Grab a cup of tea, sit down and enjoy! 

 

Christmas 

Believe it or not, Christmas is just around the corner. Whilst we know that things will need to be quite different 

this year we have got some great plans in place to make sure that we are still able to celebrate Christmas 

as a community. You will already know about the bauble decorating competition, raffle tickets being sold 

by the PTFA and the competitions the PTFA are running. I do hope that you are all able to take part in these 

over the coming weeks. We will also still have a KS1 nativity and KS2 Carol Concert. However, these will be 

recorded and shared with you online towards the end of the term. Nothing says Christmas like a nativity and 

some carol singing! 

 

We have also had a Christmas tree kindly donated by Arborcure which we will be decorating and placing 

outside the school building so that it can be shared by our families and the wider community. 

 

Whilst we are talking about Christmas—please make sure that you have booked your child’s Christmas lunch 

via School Money by the end of today. We are reorganising lunchtimes for 2 days to ensure everyone has 

their Christmas lunch in the hall in a festive way. We need to know numbers to order our turkeys and to 

organise the seating. 

 

We know that lots of you will be wanting to send Christmas cards to each other throughout December. 

Hopefully you received information from school about this last week. In short, we are supporting the 

exchange of cards but we will be putting the cards into quarantine before handing them out. Each class 

has a box you can pop them into.  

 

Tier 2 restrictions 

As I am sure you now know, as we leave the 2nd lockdown next week Plymouth will be placed into Tier 2 

restrictions. This means that the rate of transmission is still high and we must continue to be extra careful in 

ensuring that we socially distance, follow guidelines on meeting with others and ensure that we are washing 

our hands regularly. We have had restrictions in place for a long time now and we may be starting to feel 

tired by these, but it is so important that we don’t stop now. If we all do our own small bit we will contribute 

to fighting the transmission of this virus. Keep going, we can do this. 

 

We don’t anticipate having to change the current routines in place at school as a result of being in Tier 2, 

but we will not be stopping anything either. This particularly applies to the wearing of face coverings on the 

school site and reducing the amount of people we have on site at any one time. 

 

Remember that we have our out of hours email (outofhours@lipsonvale.plymouth.sch.uk) that you can use 

to pass information to us or ask a Covid related question when the school is closed. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a 
community with a bright future. 



 

Harris Cup 
Jasmine Ibrahim 

Reading Cup 
Logan Hogg 

‘H’ Cup 

Darcy Ford 

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  

FJW 97.6 

FW 92.5 

1BH 95.7 

1K 100.0 

2M 94.8 

2BR 97.3 

3L 96.8 

3F 96.7 

4KW 93.3 

4P 96.0 

5S 96.2 

5P 92.0 

6W 95.9 

6AW 94.8 
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The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

1K in FS/KS1 

3L in KS2 



Year 6 have been 

exploring how light 

travels in their science 

lessons this week. 

During maths Year 1 children 

have been working with 

making numbers and 

practicing counting with one 

to one correspondence. 

This week, Year 3 wrote instructions on how to 

wash a woolly mammoth and incorporated their 

fantastic ideas into their written work alongside 

the key features of instructional writing. We have 

been incredibly impressed by the children's 

enthusiasm and the great care that they have 

taken to present their work beautifully.   



In Geography, Year 1 have been 

learning about the nations of the 

UK & programming the Beebots to 

go to the different nations.  We 

have also been learning about the 

different flags of the UK. 

Year 6 completed their anthology 

of Ishwar stories. This will (eventually) 

go into our library for all pupils to 

read. 

Roger (4KW) has been exploring 

poetry at home and came across a 

lovely poem called 'Smiling is 

infectious' by Spike Milligan. He 

read it to our class and made us all 

smile :) It was a lovely reminder of 

how a smile goes a long way!  

In English, year 4 are exploring non-fiction texts 

about ancient Egypt. The children have spent 

time reading different texts and exploring the 

features. They worked collaboratively to sort 

information into paragraphs.  



Fred’s Frog Blog  
 

At the beginning of your child’s reading 

journey they will learn all the sounds that all 

the single letters make. To help children learn 

the sounds we give the children a hook by 

using pictures in the same shape as the letter. 

They may also have used these in their pre-

school. We teach children to name the 

mnemonic picture before they learn the 

sound. 

What can you do to help at home? 

• Use pure sounds, not letter names. 

• Teach the picture names. 

• Practice reading the sounds speedily. If you 

would like a set of cards, please ask your child’s 

teacher. 



Year 1 have been working on our 

writing outcomes and wrote a story 

about a naughty train.  They used 

lots of adjectives to describe the 

naughty things the train did.  

Year 6 have enjoyed learning 

a range of movement 

sequences in their Indian 

dance project over the last 

few weeks.   

The children in the Foundation classes have been 

looking at the 2D shapes circles and triangles this 

week. We have linked this to the art of Wassily 

Kandinsky, looking at his paintings that feature 

circles and triangles. The children have then been 

creating their own magnificent artworks using these 

shapes.   



Amazing Home Learning 

from Year 5.  Dylan Blower’s 

research into Ancient 

Greek Olympics for our 

Home Learning Project. 



Children across the school have been working hard to think of ways 

to help our planet. Iris Rees-Emery in Year 3 has come up with some 

fantastic ideas recorded during the weekend to save electricity.  

 

This included turning off her light whenever she left her bedroom, 

having a shorter shower and putting on a jumper instead of turning 

on the heating. She also went on a big beach clean with her 

family.  Well done Iris and it is lovely that you are sharing your ideas 

to help us all to consider the small differences that we can all 

make. 

 

Keep those ideas coming everyone.  I wonder 

which class will be winning the afternoon of Forest School? 



English Hub Advent Challenges.   

As December approaches, why not have a go at this advent challenge? Themed 

around promoting a love of reading,  talking through stories and an awareness of how 

reading goes beyond fiction books. 

 

Please note the following adjustments, to ensure that all children can have their dinner in the hall, in a 

safe, socially distanced manner: 

Wednesday 9th December 

KS1—Christmas Dinner Day (book online under 24th December as previously) 

KS2—book as normal for this date.  Meal Option 1 or Meal Option 2 available only. 

 

Thursday 10th December 

KS1-book as normal for this date.  Meal Option 1 or Meal Option 2 available only. 

KS2-Christmas Dinner Day (book online under 24th December as previously) 

 

Tuesday 8th December: the meal option on this date will be amended to an All Day Breakfast (veggie 

option also available.) 



Things to talk about at home…  

• Why do you think Ellie 

decided to start the 

petition?  

• Do you think it was fair 

that boys’ elite football 

was allowed to continue 

but not the girls’?  

• Can you think of any times 

where things might not 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know someone that is wanting to 

join our wonderful school as a foundation 

pupil  in September 2021? 

We have put an introductory video 

together to show what makes our school 

the perfect place for any child to start 

their education. 

Check it out here. 

The Youth Sports Trust are running    

after school  sessions from 5pm on 

their YouTube channel.  These are  

running from November 16th until   

December 18th at 5pm every day.  

You can access this at: 

YouthSportTrust - YouTube  

The Youth Trust website provides      

further detail: 

After School Sport Club | Youth Sport Trust  

 

https://youtu.be/2tgqm-GdHaw
https://www.youtube.com/user/YouthSportTrust
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub


Promoter: Lipson Vale Primary School  PTFA 

Charity No: 1073953 

Due to current Covid guidelines we will be 

unable to make the draw  open for attendance 

Purchase through school money 

Draw Date:  

Friday 11th December 2020 

At 4pm 



To enter please send 50p, in an envelope, with your 
name & class and the name you would give the 

bear. 

If purchasing entry for a sibling or relative please 
add your child’s name/class & contact number 

To enter please send 30p, in an envelope, with 
your name & class and guess of how many sweets 

are in the jar. 

If purchasing entry for a sibling or relative  

please add your child’s name/class  

& contact number 

This year, due to Covid restrictions, we are unable to run our usual 
Christmas Fair and are doing things a little differently.  

If you, or someone you know, is able to help with a donation of a raffle 
prize please get in touch via the school office or by email 

ptfa@lipsonvale.plymouth.sch.uk 

Thank You & Merry Christmas 

From the PTFA 

 

* Both Bear and sweets jar are on display in the reception area window 



Dates for your diaries: 

 
11.12.20  Mufti Day for PTFA & Christmas  

   Raffle Draw. 

18.12.20  Christmas Jumper Day (in aid of  

   our school charity) 

18.12.20  Last day in school before    

   Christmas break.  

04.01.21  Non Pupil day. 

05.01.21  First day of Spring Term. 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

Throughout this term we have been focusing on our school value of ‘Resilience’. To 

help us understand what it means to be resilient we explored the text ‘After the fall’ 

- a story about Humpty Dumpty overcoming his fear of heights. This text helped us 

to understand what resilient might look like and identify the actions of individuals 

that we would consider to be resilient. 

 
Can resilience be taught or are we born as a resilient person? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

