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I have been in contact with many local headteachers this week to gain an understanding of the wider 

picture of covid cases across the city. What I found out was that many schools were in a similar position to us 

with rising case numbers across their schools. As you will know from my recent letters, we are taking the rise 

in cases very seriously and have put into place many extra measures to prevent transmission. We review 

new cases on a daily basis and have taken a firm stance on pupils having a PCR test if they present with any 

symptoms. However, symptoms are changing and we are seeing many new ones that result in a positive 

result. Commonly we are seeing runny noses, headaches, tummy aches and watery eyes as common 

symptoms that pupils show before getting a positive test result. We are now doing our own track and trace 

of cases in school; whilst this isn’t an expectation of schools anymore I feel that it is vital in reducing cases. 

Through doing this we have caught a number of a asymptomatic pupils and therefore reduced the chance 

of them spreading the virus without knowing.  

 

It is inevitable that we will have positive cases in school as the virus is in the community. In fact, I heard today 

that the South West continues to have the highest number of cases from across the country and these are 

high in the 5-9 age bracket. I have welcomed the Government’s decision to reintroduce the wearing of 

face coverings but would encourage all our families to go further than this by reducing contacts, socially 

distancing and keeping up with hand washing. 

 

I know this is a really unsettling time for many of our families and am pleased that you are speaking to me 

about your concerns so that we discuss these in more detail with you. The school is taking advice from the 

Health Security Agency (previously Public Health) and reviewing the additional measures we have in place 

on a daily basis. However, if you feel that we are missing something or are concerned please come and 

speak to me or a member of school staff as we will, hopefully, be able to reassure you that decisive action is 

being taken. 

 

Sadly, because of rising cases, many local events are being cancelled in the run up to Christmas. Mrs Fice, 

like us all, is very disappointed that the external musical events have been cancelled for another year and I 

know our pupils are too as they have been practicing for these for a number of weeks now. As we decided 

early on that our Nativity and Carol Service would be recorded and offered to families virtually, we are still 

going ahead with these and look forward to being able to share the links to these with you all in the final 

week of this term. To make this happen, we have had to quickly find someone new to record and edit the 

performances but have, once again, been amazed by the generosity of local people. 

 

Sorry, that all seems a bit doom and gloom. Things are challenging at the moment but I am always amazed 

at how the school community comes together to ensure our pupils receive a great education and 

wonderful opportunities. I am incredibly thankful for how hard the Lipson Vale team are working and the 

amazing flexibility they show each day.  I wish you all a wonderful weekend. Stay safe and take care. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 



 

McIver Cup                 

Rosie Mary Hefferman           

‘H’ Cup               

Arlya Hardy                  

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  

The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

Mussels in FS/KS1 

Anglerfish in KS2 

Harris Cup       

James Gaved                     

Puffins 89.6 

Coral 75.5 

Seahorses 86.0 

Oysters 87.8 

Mussels 95.4 

Starfish 91.2 

Turtles 83.4 

Sunfish 73.8 

Otters 95.8 

Dolphins 94.7 

Anglerfish 96.9 

Orca 84.8 

Angel Sharks 92.4 

Rays 70.3 

Foundation &  

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 2 



Year 6 have been working on improving 

their fitness. They have been completing 

a circuit of activities, recording their 

results and checking if their fitness 

has improved. Great work Year 6.  

Year 4 have had great fun using their 

own musical instruments made out of 

recycled materials to accompany 

their rhythmical environmental mantras. 

Dancing to our Egyptian music is a great 

activity and supported our rhythm work.  

On Monday, a group of our Year 5 students were 

fortunate enough to visit Plymouth Argyle Football club to 

take part in an event organised by 'Show Racism the Red 

Card'. The day started with an eye-opening workshop 

designed to raise awareness around stereotypes followed by 

a stadium tour led by none other than Mr L! In the afternoon, 

the children had a Q&A session with former Plymouth Argyle 

Club Captain, Gary Sawyer, Plymouth Argyle Women's 

Manager, Ryan Perks and star striker Gabi Alphous. They 

enlightened us about their own experiences of racism in the 

world of football. The children had an action-packed and 

fulfilling day. Thank you to both Plymouth Argyle and Show 

Racism the Red card for a fantastic day!    



In Year 4, the Otters and Dolphins classes have been learning 

about plastic pollution and used the knowledge they have 

gained to independently write a persuasive letter to you (the 

parents and carers of LVPS) to convince you to reduce your 

consumption of single use plastic. We were so impressed by 

the passion the children have shown for this environmental 

issue and the quality of writing they have produced.  

A huge thank you to all 

of our families for 

supporting the school 

with the recent book 

fair. Unbelievably, we 

took £708 across the week. No only does this mean 

that many of our pupils received some gorgeous 

new books to read at home, but the school will also 

benefit from 50% of the takings back in free books. 

This will be amazing for our school library and 

update out existing book stock. Great news! 



Year 1 went on their first real school trip last week! We 

went to the House of Marbles and Stover Park. We had a 

jam packed day filled with scavenger hunts, season 

sorting and even feeding ducks! Most of the children were 

most excited by the coach ride! 

At the House of Marbles we got to see the old toys we 

have been learning about in action! We are excited to 

write our own information text telling everyone in a care 

home about toys old and new. We have been working 

really hard practicing our tricky words and playing lots of 

games in English to try and help us learn them. 

Of course, a little friend paid a visit to the class on 

December 1st and he will be making mischief in the 

classroom over the next 2 weeks! The children love 

coming in to see what the Naughty Elf has been up to and 

are producing some great descriptive sentences telling us 

about his adventures! Reggie wasn’t so keen on letting 

him in the classroom and let him know the class rules with 

his poster.  

Year 3 have been busy learning all about the foods we 

eat. We explored the different food groups and had a go 

at sorting foods correctly. After this the children had a go 

at describing a healthy, balanced breakfast. They 

certainly enjoyed trying some of the breakfast foods too.   



Year Six we have been writing a school prospectus 

for families who might be considering sending their 

child to our school. We have managed to make 

Lipson Vale sound as wonderful as it is! Mr Lewis-

Cole wants to update our school prospectus and 

will definitely be taking inspiration from Year 6’s 

versions. 



We are Readers 
 

Last week, we received a fantastic response to the book fair held after school and sold a 

phenomenal £708 worth of books which has earned us 50% of the total in free books! We 

are so grateful for your support and can't wait to fill the shelves of our relocated library with 

some great new books. Additionally, the following five children won a £5 voucher to 

redeem against books that were sold: Harley (Turtles), Emily (Angel Sharks), Elijah (Sea 

Horses), Iris (Dolphins) and Sienna (Otters). 

 

The children in Seahorses have been particularly enjoying their class book, Mrs Armitage on 

Wheels by Quentin Blake, in story time this week and have been asking Miss Kett when they 

can hear more! 

 

Iris, from Dolphins class, was so inspired by the Warrior Cats series of books she has been 

reading, that she has written her own story inspired by the novels. Well done Iris! 

 

Lastly, if you are looking for good books as Christmas presents for children, this website has 

a fantastic list of recommended books to give to primary school aged children in different 

age groups from 3-11. Books for Topics: 2021 Christmas Book Gift Guides 

 

Happy Reading! 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/gift-guides




Things to talk about at home…  

• How can the land 

indigenous groups live on 

be protected? Whose job 

do you think it is? 

• What types of things do 

you think help make a 

‘natural life’? Do you think 

it’s important for us try to 

make our lives as natural 

as we can? 

Congratulations to Angel Sharks for winning the classroom Energy Saving 
competition for last term. They are all enjoying having 'Hope' the polar bear 
supporting them in class as part of their prize. 
 
Cop 26 
Last week the children learnt about ‘COP26’ and the increasing concern 
around climate change. They have embraced this learning and the 
importance of trying to make a difference in our everyday lives and as 
individuals.  Every class across the school made placards which were 
displayed outside school. What a wonderful colourful display they were with 
some strong powerful messages!.  Thank you everyone! 



Dates for your diaries: 
 

10.12.21    Festive Dress Up Day 

16.12.21    Christmas Lunch 

17.12.21    Last day before    

     Christmas break. 

04.01.22    Non pupil day. 

05.01.22    First day back. 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

This term we will be revisiting our values of ‘Collaboration’ and ‘Bravery’. Over the 

last few weeks we have been focusing on why people bully others and what we 

can do to help them stop. Pupils from across the school approached this task with 

great maturity and offer carefully considered thoughts. We moved on by reading 

the book ‘Kindness is my superpower’ and we explored how we can all have this 

superpower and show kindness in all that we do. 
 

How do you use your superpower of kindness? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

