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This is my first proper chance to say ‘Welcome back’ after the half term break. I hope you were able to rest 

and enjoy your time - whatever you found yourself doing. Pupils have come back settled and ready for the 

term ahead.  

 

Remembrance 

As was the case across the country on Wednesday, we marked Remembrance by holding a 2 minute 

silence in school. Classes explored the meaning and importance of Remembrance and why the poppy has 

become one of its symbols. You will also notice the poppy creation on the side of the MUGA which was put 

together as a combined effort of the school community. It is a very fitting tribute of Remembrance indeed. 

 

2nd Lockdown 

Thank you to all of our families for supporting us in keeping everyone safe by wearing your face coverings as 

you come onto the school site. We recognise that, for many of our pupils, the increased wearing of visors 

and face coverings in school can raise anxiety. To support this we have been sharing child-friendly resources 

with them that help to explain why face coverings are being used and how this helps to keep us all safer. 

We want to continually support the national and local effort in reducing the transmission of the virus, and 

part of this is ensuring that families are not waiting around unnecessarily at drop off and collection. We need 

to combine having a safe number of adults on site at any one time with the flexibility of helping families to 

return home as quickly as possible. So, if you are dropping off to different year groups and are finding 

yourself hanging around then please speak to myself or Mrs Marsh about how we support you. 

 

Maths Week 

The whole school has enjoyed taking part in ‘Maths Week’. All of our pupils have taken part in a variety of 

activities that encouraged them to use their knowledge in maths but applying this to new and exciting 

contexts. It has been wonderful to see year groups out and about taking part in maths trails and looking for 

examples of maths outside of their classroom. I have included some examples of this later in the NFTV. 

 

Staffing news 

As previously mentioned, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Roberts (2BR) very shortly. Her last day with us will 

be next Thursday (19th November). Mrs Coles will be taking over from Mrs Roberts - an introduction to her is 

included later on . 

 

Just a few reminders:  

• We have an out of hours contact email, should you need to pass information to us related to 

Covid or need to ask a Covid-19 related question whilst school is closed. The email is 

outofhours@lipsonvale.plymouth.sch.uk.  

• We have now launched our Twitter account. Follow us @LipsonValePS 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

 



 

Harris Cup 
Samuel Whitmore 

Reading Cup 
Kobi Bresland 

‘H’ Cup 
Saanvi Pandey 

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  

FJW 100.0 

FW 91.7 

1BH 95.9 

1K 92.7 

2M 92.9 

2BR 95.5 

3L 93.2 

3F 94.3 

4KW 98.7 

4P 94.9 

5S 94.7 

5P 96.2 

6W 97.8 

6AW 98.8 
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The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

FJW in FS/KS1 

6AW in KS2 



Year 5 took part in a Mayflower 400 

Sporting Voyage project, as delivered by 

Plymouth Argyle Community Trust, last 

week.  

Maddox made an amazing 

spear and set of instructions on 

how to make a fire. Amazing 

home learning! 

Year 1 used their 

listening skills to perform 

their firework music, 

they thought about 

whether they were 

going to make long or 

short sounds.   

Some great number stories that Year 3 

created to celebrate ‘Maths Week’ on 

Monday. The children worked in small 

groups to create 'word problem' posters 

and were particularly creative and 

imaginative in their approach.  



Maths Week in Year 5.  They played some short maths games to start our 

lessons (counters photo) and took part in a longer problem solving activity 

focused on planning a city.  They had to think about how many buildings they 

could fit in the town limits with an extension where they must include a) all the 

red and yellow buildings, and b) where the council has decided there must 

be a minimum level of green space.   

This week year 2 have had to show resilience in maths as we 

have been working on challenges on adding/subtracting 10 

from numbers up to 100.  

The children had to work out the paths to find the golden cups 

by finding numbers that were 10 more/less than a given 

number. They were extremely excited during the lesson as they 

joined the 'Chopper Squad' whilst playing maths games. 



Fred’s Frog Blog  
 

We are passionate about teaching every 

child to read as quickly as possible and for this 

reason we use the highly successful Read, 

Write, Inc. method of teaching. All the staff 

who teach these lessons have been highly 

trained by a Read, Write, Inc. trainer and this 

training is regularly updated. All children use 

the Read, Write Inc materials until they are 

fluent readers with good comprehension skills. 

 

As soon as children come into school, they continue the reading journey they 

began in their pre-school. We teach reading by using sounds to represent each 

letter shape. All words are made up of individual sounds.  It is very important that 

the children learn to say the letter sounds correctly. Follow the link below for some 

top tips. 

 

Each child will learn to read in a very simple way. 

He or she will learn to: 

• Read letters by their sounds. 

• Blend these sounds into words. 

• Read the words in a story. 

• What can you do to help? 

• Use the pure sounds not the letter names. 

• Encourage your child to say the sounds correctly. 

• Look our for letters in the environment and practice saying the sounds 

together. 



In English, year 1 have been reading 

‘The Naughty Bus’ by Jan Oke. 

Today our buses were really 

naughty! Look at all of the mess they 

made!  

Year 6 have been working their 

brains hard as part of Maths Week, 

solving lots of problems in context. 

During maths week in year 1, we have been 

learning lots about 3D & 2D shapes.  We 

enjoyed making shapes out of sticks in the 

garden. We made shape pictures based on 

Paul Klee’s famous painting – ‘Castle in the 

Sun’. 



As part of the Y6 Indian project the children 

created their own lassi drink.   This activity is 

part of the DT project which also involves 

investigating drink cartons, designing a new 

drink and creating a new packaging for this 

drink.  



I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new 

class teacher in 2BR. I will be job sharing with Miss Buckland and I 

will be in school on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

I have previously taught the Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 

and I am very much looking forward to working with your children 

in class 2BR. 

Away from school I enjoy the outdoors and going for walks with 

my family. Teaching is a passion of mine and I feel excited to get 

to know and work with your children over the academic year. 

I look forward to meeting you all and please don’t hesitate to 

contact me if you have any questions. 

Mrs Coles 

PUT PHOTO 

HERE! 

 

WhatsApp has officially announced a new ‘Disappearing Messages’ feature with a full rollout this 

month. The ‘Disappearing Messages’ feature will allow users to enable an option on individual and 

group chats that deletes new messages after seven days. If your child is using WhatsApp, we 

encourage you to talk to them about this new feature. We have two main concerns. Firstly, that it will 

give children a false sense of privacy. To be clear: any messages or content they share with others 

can still be saved by the recipients and will not be deleted from their device if it is saved outside 

WhatsApp. There will be no way for your child to know if this has happened. In short, the app is not 

more private than it was previously. The second area of concern is around a possible increase in 

inappropriate and unwanted contact from strangers. Please remind your children that if they see or 

receive anything that makes them feel uncomfortable, or that they know is wrong, the should speak 

to a trusted adult about it immediately.  

Further help on how to keep you child safe online can be found on our website here. 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/e-safety


As part of our learning to help to care for the planet as a whole 

school, we will be posting eco tips regularly in NFTV. This term we 

are encouraging the children to think about ways to save energy & 

electricity.  Please help your child to consider ways to save 

electricity & to share these with us in school.  Either send these in on 

paper, by telling your teacher, or through 

google classrooms.  The class which 

contributes the most to make a difference, will 

win an afternoon of forest school at the end of 

term! 

 

 

Fact - If every household turned off their appliances when not in use, 

collectively we could save over half a billion pounds a year & and as 

much CO2 would be saved by taking about 660,000  cars off the road.  

Henry’s (Yr2) Eco Top Tip 

I always turn off the lights 

when no one is in a room. 

 

 

Things to talk about at home…  

 

• Have you ever been on or seen a 

boat?  

 

• Have you ever seen a cruise ship?  

 

• If the cruise ships are empty, do 

you think they should be used for 

other things?  

 

• Can you think of any other ways 

the cruise ships could be used?  



 

School Christmas  

Dinner 

Christmas dinner will take place on 

Thursday 10th December.   

Bookings MUST be made no later than 

Friday 27th November 

To book please select week          

commencing Mon 21st December 

2020 from the drop down.  Select 

Thursday 24th December and select 

the preferred meal option.    

If a meal option is not booked for this 

date the school will presume that you 

are providing your child with a Home 

Packed Lunch. Please note that the 

Home Packed Lunch option button is 

not on the system for this date. 

Mellow Mum’s Group 

Being a mum can be tough and Home-Start’s aim is to be there for parents when they need 

us. Mellow Mums is an informal, one-hour session, via Zoom, each week to give mums a 

chance to meet others and feel less isolated. It is an opportunity to chat but with no pressure 

to share anything that you don’t want to.  

We want the group to be led by Mums and so each week you will have a chance to tell us 

what you would like. It could be videos, guest speakers, information or just to chat with other 

people who know what you are going through.  

It will be facilitated by a Home Start Co-ordinator and there will be no more than 10             

attendees each week. 
The group is suitable for mums with a child under 2 years old. 

 

The next group starts on Thursday 3rd December at 1pm.  

If you are interested in attending or would like to know more contact us at 

homestart.shpt@gmail.com and we will send you a link to access the group via Zoom using 

your phone, tablet, laptop or computer. 

mailto:homestart.shpt@gmail.com


Dates for your diaries: 
 

27.11.20  Last date to book Christmas          

   Dinner. 

18.12.20  Last day in school before   

          Christmas break. 

04.01.21  Non Pupil day. 

05.01.21  First day of Spring Term. 

 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

As we start the new term, we have begun to focus on our school value of 

‘Resilience’. Over the last 2 weeks we have explored what it means to be resilient 

and have looked at examples of resilience in nature and in the world around us. 

 

We have also begun to explore how we create a resilient classroom and become 

resilience learners. This will be focus we continue thinking about in the coming 

weeks. 
How have you shown resilience today? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

