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Where has January gone? This has been an unusual and challenging month for us all. We have been getting used 

to new routines, new technologies and an ever changing world around us. But here we are. Whilst it hasn’t been 

the start to 2021 that we would have wanted I remain incredibly proud of what we are achieving as a community 

and, despite the majority of us not being in school, how hard pupils (and their families) are working to ensure that 

this national lockdown does not have long lasting effects on learning. I fully appreciate this is no small task for 

those of you learning remotely, and I thank you all for the enormous effort you continue to show. 

 
Returning to school 

You may have heard this week that Boris Johnson announced that schools will not re-open to all pupils after 

February half term as we initially hoped. However, Boris did give us the indication that we may start welcoming 

pupils back in school on 8th March - at the earliest. This means that we have a few weeks of remote learning 

ahead of us for the majority of pupils and, over the next week, we will be opening up our online booking system 

for those families already accessing in-school provision. 

 

Whilst this announcement is a disappointing one (we would love nothing more than to have all pupils back in 

school again), if we continue to follow the national guidance and ensure that we are keeping ourselves safe we 

will begin to see a reduction in cases across the city and nationally. This reduction will be key, along with the roll 

out the vaccination, in seeing life return to some form of normality - even if this is a ‘new normal’. Hold tight. We 

will get through this together. 

 
Remote learning 

We have been so impressed with the engagement from pupils who are learning remotely. The team here has 

been so busy making contact with families who are struggling to get online and offer support and guidance. Our 

determination to get every pupil accessing learning has seen an increase week on week of the percentage of 

pupils viewing lessons and submitting work. As a school we have an average engagement of just above 80%, with 

some year groups as high as 95%. Let’s see if we get this even higher next week! If you are still not able to access 

remote learning - get in touch.  

We are really pleased to have helped out many families with devices to access remote learning and have now 

loaned over 50 Chromebooks.  

 
Free school meal vouchers 

As families entitled to free school meals will know, we have decided to not issue food vouchers yet. We looked 

closely at what was being offered by the food hampers being provided by CaterEd (our catering company) and, 

as these are of a high quality and nutritious, decided to continue to just offer these. However, over half term 

Plymouth City Council will be offering vouchers (as they did over the Christmas period) to families entitled to free 

school meals. You will receive communication from school about this soon. During term time, we will continue to 

offer food hampers for weekly collection from school. 

 

Thank you for all that you are doing to help your children continue to learn in this challenging circumstances.  

Take care, stay safe and keep in touch. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a 
community with a bright future. 



Year 2 have created some wonderful 

story maps based on the story ‘How the 

coyote brought fire to earth’.  

In Foundation, the children have been working 

very hard. In school, Connor worked 

independently to make the alphabet using the 

magnetic letters. He has also been busy finding 

the correct letters to make some CVC words. Well 

done! 

At home, Evan and Owen have been working 

hard to practice writing CVC words, We can see 

that their letter formations are improving too. They 

have also been thinking about the weather and 

what clothes are best for different seasons. Great 

work! 



Year 4 would like to say a big well done for all 

the amazing effort and learning so far! Here is a 

snap-shot of some of it.  

In Science, the children have been 

investigating conductors and insulators. The 

children in school built a circuit practically and 

tested various materials to see if the bulb lit up. 

The children at home built it virtually and Jacob 

(4P) wrote up his findings.  

In English, we have been impressed with how you 

are developing your vocabulary. The children 

have been learning some synonyms and using 

them in their own sentences. Daisy (4KW), Owen 

(4P) and Travis (4KW) - super learning! 

In Maths, the children have been developing 

their multiplication and division skills. Here is 

some dividing by 1 learning by Toby (4KW). 



Charlie in Year 2 was inspired by the Brazilian 

artist 'Romero Britto' and has re-created one of 

his designs.  

Ruby-Ann in Year 2 

has been using her 

retrieval reading 

skills to answer a 

range of questions 

from the text.  

Children in foundation used hand signals 

and instruments to show the journey of 

bubbles in their musical pitch work today. 

Year 1 used different instruments to play the 

rhythm and the beat today in our new song 

about a journey in a canoe.   

Year 4 have really enjoyed 

their music work linked to the 

Victoria Music Hall. Who knew 

that spoons could be a 

musical instrument?  We have 

been pleased to see the 

photos and videos of your 

musical work at home.   

Today  the children in year 5 moved onto the 

next stage of their Viking shield project. They 

researched the symbolism behind different 

colours and made their selection using this.   



This week, Year 3 children, at home and at school, 

have been putting the persuasive techniques they 

have learnt in their English lessons into practice by 

writing their own persuasive letters with rhetorical 

questions, exaggeration, commands and warnings. 

• Indie's letter aims to persuade people to help our planet. 

• Freya wants to persuade her brother to be kinder to her. 

• Sienna is persuading her dog Belle to clean up her toys (the 

picture explains why! 

• Jack has written a persuasive letter to Mrs Foster to persuade 

her to stop home learning and let children watch TV instead. 

• Gracie has written her letter to the head of Pixar Studios to 

persuade them to make a sequel to Wall-E 

• Maddox hopes to persuade his mum to buy a TV for his room. 

• Phoebe has written to Mr Lewis-Cole to persuade him to let 

her wear her own clothes rather than a uniform to school. 

• Kai has written to his nanny to persuade her to stop waking 

him up so early. 



Year 6 have been researching Ghana 

as part of our work towards the 

International Schools Award. They 

presented their research in many 

different mediums...take a look. 



Year 1 are learning all about birds this week! 

Our English is based around the story 'The Little Red Hen', the children have 

been learning about the patterns and trying to work out why the 

animals didn't want to help! 

In topic, we have been following instructions and learning how to draw birds. 

We have some fantastic artists in Year 1. We are hoping lots of our families will 

take part in the RSPB Big Bird Watch too! 

We have been very impressed with all of the learning at home and in school. 

We have loved seeing the children getting stuck in with their maths and even 

stretching themselves with our daily star challenge. 

Last week the children did some fantastic work on the story of 'The Magic 

Paintbrush.' They enjoyed learning the story and then making up their own 

Magic story.  We had lots of super creative stories.  Well done everyone for 

your magical work!  We also enjoyed learning about China and making 

Chinese dragons. 



Children’s Mental Health Week 

Next week we will be having a focus on looking after 

and improving our mental health through different 

activities in school and at home. 

This year’s theme is: 

Virtual Mufti…. 
As it’s about time we all had some fun, we 

would like you to take part in a day when you 

can ‘Dress to Express’ yourself ,whether in 

school or at home. Send in your photos to 

Google Classroom or on Face Book, of you 

showing off your true self, maybe in bright 

colours or just in the way that sums you up as 

a person or  wearing whatever makes you feel 

really happy and comfortable... 

Virtual Assembly… 
To start the week off we encourage you all to join in with the virtual 

assembly online which will be available to all schools and families at 9am on 

Monday 1 February. It will feature pupils and well-known faces discussing 

the theme of Children’s Mental Health Week, as well as ways that children 

and young people can get involved at home. It will be hosted by Blue 

Peter’s Lindsey Russell and CBBC Presenter and Place2Be Champion Rhys 

Stephenson. The assembly will provide an easy way to bring the nation's 

children together (virtually) with a positive message about the power of 

creative self-expression. Famous faces and contributors will also be taking 

part live from their homes. We will post the link to you on Google Classroom. 

Help us raise funds for the children’s mental health charity Place2Be by bringing in a 

voluntary contribution of £1 if you can, or by giving a contribution via School Money. 

Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, 

thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. This could be through 

art, music, writing and poetry, dance and drama, 

photography and film, and doing activities that make you 

feel good. 

Express Yourself’ 





Things to talk about at home…  

• Talk about different types 

of leaders, e.g. at school, 

at afterschool clubs, of our 

country. Can you think of 

any traits that these 

people have in common? 

• Do you think anyone 

could be a good leader? 

Why? 

• Do you think you would 

like to be a leader? What 

do you think would be the 

benefits and what might 

you find difficult about 

leading others? 

Can you recycle plastic milk bottle tops and 

crisp packets to help raise funds for 

Dartmoor Zoo? 

This week we have set up 2 recycling boxes 

in school. One box is for recycling milk bottle 

tops of any colour, from plastic 

bottles.  Please make sure they are clean before you recycle them. The 

other box is to collect crisp packets. These do not need to be cleaned, 

but they do need to be stacked flat. We are recycling these things in 

order to not only help our planet, but to raise valuable funds for 

Dartmoor Zoo. They will  be delivered to DCW which is an 

environmentally friendly commercial waste disposal service. They then 

sort the plastics and turn them into new products. Which is fantastic! The 

profits made from these recycled products will then be donated to the 

zoo, to help care for the animals. Just brilliant! 

If you are in EduCare, please bring in your crisp packets and milk bottle 

lids in a bag and hand them to your class teacher. Or, if you have crisps 

at lunchtime, place them in the box in the dining hall. If you are at 

home, you could start collecting these things and then bring them in 

when we all come back to school. 

Thank you and happy recycling! 



Dates for your diaries: 

 
 

12.02.21   Last Day of Spring Term 1 

 

15-19.02.21  Half Term 

 

22.02.21   Start of Spring Term 2 
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Whether you are learning at home or in school, we all continued to think about our 

new value this term: the value of ‘Bravery’. 

 

We thought about where we find the strength to be brave by considering the bible 

story of ‘Daniel and the lion’. This helped us to understanding that, some Christians, 

find the strength to be brave from God.  

 
Where does your bravery come from? What do you think of to help you be brave? 

@LipsonValePS 
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