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This is the first ‘Notes from the Vale’ since we all returned to school on 8th March. Whilst it has been, on the 

whole, incredibly positive to have everyone back in school with us (we really did miss you all!), you will have 

heard that this week we had to close a bubble due to a confirmed case of Coronavirus. Whilst we have 

strict measures in place to ensure the continued safety of our pupils, their families and our staff, we aren’t 

able to mitigate against all risks of transmission. Therefore, it is more important than ever that we all do our 

small bit to ensure the risk of transmission is as low as possible. This includes keeping to social distancing and 

wearing a face covering whilst on site. I politely request that all families keep to these measures at all times.  

 

Coming back to school this time has felt different for our pupils and we have noticed that they are much 

more tired by the afternoon sessions and, as a result, are finding it a little trickier to be around lots of other 

pupils. This is to be expected after they have been with a small amount of people for 9 weeks and we are 

supporting pupils through focusing on relationships and successful collaboration with others. We recognise 

settling back into school routines and rules can be challenging also and ask that you support us in reminding 

your child(ren) of school expectations and, in particular, how to speak politely to adults and other children. 

 

We will see from this ‘Notes from the Vale’ that there is already so much to celebrate across the school. 

Returning to school during Science Week has given lots of opportunities to take part in practical and hands 

on experimental learning. Year groups have taken full advantage of our grounds by taking part in Forest 

School lessons and our amazing outdoor spaces, and have embraced the strong links we have with PAFC 

when taking part in PE lessons with members from their team. You might also have seen that we were visited 

by a dinosaur and 2 unicorns! A highlight that I am sure your child shared with you. 

 

Polling Day 6th May 

We believe that there has been enough disruption to learning this year and, with the support of the Local 

Authority, have been able to re-evaluate the use of the school for polling. Whilst the school will remain as 

the local polling station for residents within this ward, we have been able to change the location of the 

polling booths to enable the school to remain open to all pupils. The school day will be exactly the same for 

the majority of pupils, with some slight disruption to Foundation. We will communicate to Foundation families 

about the changes that will be in place for pupils on this day. Mr Whittaker is currently putting together, with 

his team, a great day of learning and adventure for Foundation pupils whilst they are not able to be in their 

classrooms. I hope you share how pleased we are that we have been able to make this arrangement. 

 

Over the next couple of weeks, as we head towards the Easter break, we look forward to engaging in more 

exciting and stimulating learning that will continue to inspire our pupils. I hope you have a wonderful 

weekend and continue to be safe and well. Take care. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a 
community with a bright future. 



 

Harris Cup 

Reuben Simpson 

Reading Cup 

Luna Bostock 

‘H’ Cup 

Michael Karim 

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  
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FJW 96.7 

FW 96.3 

1BH 95.9 

1K 97.0 

2M 100.0 

2BR 97.1 

3L 98.2 

3F 95.9 

4KW 97.7 

4P 98.7 

5S 97.0 

5P 96.3 

6W 98.1 

6AW 98.3 
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The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

2M in FS/KS1 

4P in KS2 



Mr Walbridge, one of the Sports Coaches from PAFC, is 

working with Y6 on a ‘balance and travel’ unit in their 

gymnastics lessons. This week, everyone learnt how to 

perform a safe, partnered headstand and also a 

handstand. It was important to trust your partner and to be 

brave enough to ‘have a go’. Lots of Y6 improved their 

performance and some were able to do these on their 

own at the end. Thanks to Mr Walbridge and well done 

everyone for working so hard at this.                                             

Year 3 have had a great time during British Science Week 

2021 learning all about the role of a physiotherapist in the 

NHS, linked to our current unit (Animals Including Humans) 

and thinking of design ideas for creating a bionic hand. 

We worked collaboratively and on our own initiative to 

create a bionic hand and tried it out, to see if we could 

pick up different items, like a cup and a piece of popcorn 

to eat. Many of us had to make changes along way and 

we are all proud of our efforts. Well done Year 3!  



On Tuesday this week, the chairs of Year 5 made a 

collective decision that enough was enough. They 

were sick and tired of being dragged around, left 

untucked, swung on and generally surrounded by the 

dreadful smells produced from the children! Not 

before time, they went on strike.  

Having read the chairs' grievances in a letter from The 

Classroom Chairs Association, the children spent the 

morning planning and writing letters to persuade their 

chairs to return. Once all the letters were received, we 

received a call from the 'chair' of the Association 

informing us that most of the children had shown 

sufficient remorse for their crimes. Unfortunately, a few 

chairs refused to return to service until midway 

through the afternoon, but we are pleased to say 

they have now been coaxed back into active use. 



Although we have taken our learning back 

online for a few days, Year 1 have been very 

busy! 

We are learning all about the Colour 

Monster, we have boxed up the story and 

wrote all about how the Colour Monster was 

feeling. 

In maths we have been learning how to 

represent numbers in different ways. We 

were set a challenge to represent numbers 

all the way up to 50 in as many ways as 

possible! 

In topic we are learning all about castles! 

This week we labelled a castle and we will 

be designing and making our own 

drawbridges. 

We wanted to share some happy, muddy 

pictures from our adventures in Forest School 

and from making Ooblek during Science 

Week! We will be back playing in the 

mud together soon! 



This week, the Foundation children have been working 

very hard on their writing and letter formations. Crew 

has been a true Percy Penguin, persevering with his 

use of Fred talk for writing. His blending for reading has 

greatly improved too. Jaiden has worked hard to use 

Fred talk and Fred fingers to write words. He also 

completed some beautiful 'l' formations. Evelyn has 

been practising sentence writing, using her 

knowledge of new Set 2 phonemes. She has worked 

hard to learn and write the 'ir' phoneme in words. Well 

done to all of our fantastic writers. 

Mrs Pope thoroughly enjoyed listening to Owen's 

reading and was very impressed when he 

independently created the word 'cat' using the 

magnetic letters. Hallie-Rose and Lucy have shown an 

interest in our pattern learning in maths this week. They 

worked independently to create their own picture 

patterns, which involved cutting skills as well. Georgina 

has also been exploring materials to design and create 

her own robot. She joined different sizes and shapes of 

card and used drawing skills to add some character to 

her robot. Fantastic learning, everyone!  



Year 5 Orchestra bubble 

Our musical group was delighted to dust off 

their instruments and make music again this 

week. We played an Irish Jig, as it was St. 

Patrick's day, and then in contrast a beautiful 

slow piece called the Skye Boat Song.  

Year 4 William Morris art focus 

Last week we designed and made our tiles 

based on different  William Morris patterns. 

This week, we used our tiles and printing 

rollers to make several copies. We had to 

think carefully about technique and 

process.   

Year 3 Music  

We had great fun using lots of different 

rhythm patterns in our animal rap this 

week and all the 'animal' groups 

were able to play them at the same 

time. Great concentration. Next 

week, Roman raps!  

Year 2 created habitat boxes as part of 

the Science focus, Living Things 

and Their Habitats. The children had to work 

in partners to plan and design a habitat. 

Once they had completed this, they had to 

choose a range of different materials to 

create their chosen habitat. 



Year 6 have been learning about Anne Frank and the 

Holocaust. Here are some comments that they made 

about what they were learning. We especially think it 

pertinent that comparisons were made to lockdown for 

us and for Anne Frank. 

Learning about the Holocaust has made me feel 

shocked at how human beings treated others and I 

feel shocked at how prejudice is still happening 

today. I hope as a world community we can 

achieve world peace without any discrimination or 

intolerance.                 Merryn Rees-Emery 

Talking about emotions, my head is filled with them. I am 

extremely scared that we’ll all get found or even shot… I 

can’t stop the violent image in my mind, or the 

screeching siren and the boot stomps going up the stairs. 

It’s all so frightening. I mean, what happens if the annexe 

gets bombed? Nobody stands a chance. Wouldn’t you 

be the slightest bit scared?     Bonnie Cook 

She probably felt scared when she heard 

someone near the bookcase that was     

keeping them safe and if she was             

claustrophobic it would have been worse for 

her as the secret annex was a very small     

building. At least she got to escape with her 

writing every day.        Tyler Glanville 

I felt happier because Peter came and talked to me before the workers came 

and we had to be silent. It was so nice to talk and imagine about the future and 

imagine our lives free from this attic. The thought of this brings me pure joy, which 

is something I don’t get much of here. The feeling of hope when I think of my    

future and all that I could be is all that keeps me going each day.        

        Hollie Chambers 





We’re taking part in Let’s Count! 
 

We’re delighted to be taking part in Let’s Count!, the 

exciting schools programme which helps children   

learn about the census and why it matters to 

everyone. 

 
What is Census 2021? 

The next census is taking place on Sunday 21 March 2021. The census is a survey that 

happens every 10 years and gives us a picture of all the people and households in 

England and Wales. This helps to plan and fund public services in our local area. By 

spreading the word and taking part in the census, you will help make sure our community 

is counted and gets the services it needs. 

 

You will receive a letter in the post from the Office for National Statistics (ONS). You will 

then need to fill in the census questionnaire on or before Sunday 21 March 2021. 

 

Find out more about Census 2021 and how to fill in your census questionnaire at 

www.census.gov.uk.  

 
What is Let’s Count!? 

The ONS and resources centre, iChild, developed Let’s Count! to teach children about 

the census and make learning fun. The programme has achieved accreditation from 

Mathematics in Education and Industry (MEI), the National Association for the Teaching 

of English (NATE) and the Geographical Association.  

 

The lesson plans are designed to teach children both in the classroom or at home. They 

aim to support our school through Coronavirus (COVID-19), to re-engage children and 

families in learning and to celebrate our local community.  

 

There are also exclusive video lessons, including a live YouTube lesson from Professor 

David Olusoga on the subject of 'Equality, representation and the census'. 

 

The lesson plans feature the ‘Counter Cats’. These are fun cartoon characters to help 

with the learning process. Each cat has their favourite subject: 

Splotch loves art, Doc loves history, Digit loves maths, Scribble loves 

English and Scout loves geography.  

 

Explore Let’s Count! at: www.letscount.org.uk  

http://www.census.gov.uk
http://www.letscount.org.uk


Things to talk about at home…  

• What do you think about 

how the protesters 

campaigned by building 

a tunnel? Why do you 

think they decided to do 

that? 

• What do you think they 

would have found the 

hardest about living in a 

tunnel? 

• Can you think of a time 

when you have disagreed 

with something and taken 

action? 

Well done to Charlie in Yr1 for going out of his way to do a litter pick, 
whilst out in the countryside.  It is fantastic to see our children showing 
how much they care for the environment and using their own initiative 
to make a difference.  Please remember that if each and everyone of 
us makes small changes to help the planet, it can have a big impact on 
our wonderful world.   
 
From this term and into the next we are going to focus on trying to 
reduce our use of single-use plastics.  Overuse of  plastics is seriously 
damaging our planet and our wildlife.  Here are some ideas to help us:   
 
 
Please share with us, the 
things you are doing to help 
with this problem, by 
either  handing into your 
teacher or sending in via 
google classrooms. 
 
 
This week's Eco Top Tip from 
Mrs Hardy:  Plymouth has a 
great recycling scheme from your doorstep.  If you are unsure of what 
you can recycle take a look - What goes in each bin | 
PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/binsrecyclingandwaste/whatgoeseachbin
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/binsrecyclingandwaste/whatgoeseachbin


Dates for your diaries: 
 

21.03.21  Parents’ Note-CENSUS DAY 

22.03.21  No School Crossing Patrol       

   present in the afternoon. 

01.04.21  Last Day of school before the  

   Easter break 

02.04.21  Easter Holidays begin. 

19.04.21  Non-Pupil Day. 

20.04.21  Start of Summer      

   Term. 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

This term we have started to consider a new school value of ‘Collaboration’. In 

classes we thought about what ‘Collaboration’ means to us as we all returned to 

school. Each class created an acrostic poem to highlight some ways that we can 

collaborate together. For example, the ‘L’ could be ‘Learn together by helping 

each other’. Some examples of our acrostic poems are on our Facebook page. 

 
If it is hard to collaborate with others, should we simply give up trying? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

