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Happy New Year to you all. This is definitely not the start to 2021 that we all hoped for - but here we are! So 

much has changed over the last week and seems to continue to change on a daily basis: it can feel really 

difficult to keep up. That said, I am so pleased with how quickly we were able to provide remote learning for 

all of our pupils, open in-school provision to the families who needed it, and support individual families who 

didn’t have devices at home. Each one a huge achievement that relied on the extremely hard work from 

school staff and support from our families to make them successful. So, thank you for your continued 

understanding. 

 

Remote Learning 

You will know, I am sure, that we are offering remote learning that is comparable to what pupils would have 

experienced in school. We know that there have been a few teething problems this week and ask that you 

continue to be patient with us as we resolve these. We are learning new things about remote learning 

everyday and hope to be able to develop our offer over the coming weeks. Remember, though, that 

families have many different preferences about what should be offered and we are trying to provide 

something that works for everyone. Teachers met together (virtually, of course) on Wednesday to discuss 

and share what we have learnt so far from feedback and agree on a consistent way forward. One thing 

that I am sure families will be pleased about is a clearer way to show the learning set each day so that 

children can grow in independence and access learning themselves. If you notice something with remote 

learning that we are missing or could improve on, please let us know by emailing in. There is a teacher from 

each year group monitoring remote learning everyday and can be contacted easily by messaging them. 

 

In-school provision 

We have seen a significant increase in families needing to send their child(ren) into school. This is the same 

as schools locally and nationally. Whilst our aim is to provide a place for every pupil that needs it, I would like 

to politely ask families to only send their child in on days when there is no one else at home to look after 

them. I am concerned about the potential impact that a positive case in school could have on families if 

children and staff need to self-isolate: keeping pupil numbers as low as we can will help us to protect 

against this happening. 

 

The focus of this ’Notes from the Vale’ is ’Togetherness’. I asked the Lipson teaching teach to provide 

examples of learning completed by all of our pupils (whether at home or in school) so that we can 

celebrate together how we are all continuing to learn the same things and share the same experiences. I 

hope that you can share this with your child and celebrate being part of our community of learners working 

together.   

 

Take care and stay safe. Keep in touch and let us know if you are struggling in anyway - we are here to help 

and have a dedicated team of teachers and support staff who will do everything that they can to get you 

back on your feet. Remember, these are trying times for everyone but we are all in this together. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a 
community with a bright future. 



In Science this week, Year 2 have learnt about 

the scientist Alan Turing. They learnt that Alan 

came up with the idea of a universal computing 

machine and that he worked to break German 

ciphers in WW2 such as The Enigma Code. 

The children then had the challenge to crack a 

code! They were successful and even wrote 

their own codes. 

In science Year 1 have been talking about trees 

in winter.  We went outside and did some 

observational drawings, on our whiteboards of a 

Sycamore tree.  We then also used our line 

drawing skills to draw our trees on paper. The 

children at home also completed this task, we 

loved seeing your creative ways of drawing the 

trees! 



This week we have been working with 

the numbers 0-5. Mia created her own 

picture and explored different ways of 

grouping the five frogs. Here she has 

represented her grouping as a number 

sentence. Fantastic mathematics, Mia! 

We can see that you are working really 

hard at home. Keep up the good work!  

The Year 4 team would like to say a huge thank 

you for the efforts of both the children learning in 

school and those learning remotely at home. We 

are so pleased that you have continued to 

approach your learning with enthusiasm and 

diligence. We have really enjoyed seeing the 

learning that you have produced and have 

chosen a few to share.  

Amelia created a fantastic labelled map of the 

Victorian Empire. 

Hermione followed a tutorial to produce some 

super art work. 

Michael has created a vocabulary bank and 

some super sentences to describe the opening 

scene of 'Oliver!' 

Owen has been busy subtracting lengths and 

has been careful to write one digit per square. 

Keep up the efforts Year 4! 



Alfie C (Year 2) has designed a 

flying dragon and planned his 

own explanation text.  

Some great independent 

writing  from our Year 2 remote 

learners! 

The children in Year 3 have enjoyed reading 

and listening to the Oliver Jeffers book, 'The 

Day the Crayons Quit'. This is our new unit of 

work in English. Yesterday we got to know the 

characters by exploring the thoughts and 

feelings of each of the crayons through a series 

of letters. We remembered writing letters in the 

autumn term and talked about the typical 

features of letters and when we might write or 

recieve them too, including at Christmas-time.  



Year 3 have this week started their Spring Term 

History topic: The Romans. The engagement, 

enthusiasm and interest from the children has 

been wonderful both in school and at home, 

with remote learning. This first lesson was all 

about where the Roman Empire came from, 

when it started and how Rome was founded. As 

well as sharing questions about the Romans and 

locating Italy and Rome on a map, the children 

have considered stories linked to the founding of 

Rome, some children even thinking about ideas 

for their own myths, which Mrs Low and Mrs 

Foster have thoroughly enjoyed. We have been 

very impressed too by their explanations of the 

popular saying 'Rome wasn't built in a day!' Here 

are some photographs, showing this learning in 

school and at home. Well done Year 3.   

James Bain has written some 

fantastic sentences 

independently using different 

subordinating conjunctions. 

Can you spot them in his 

writing?"  



A mix of artwork created by Year 5s 

who were inspired by Darrell 

Wakelam's use of household objects to 

create stunning art. Here you can see 

art work from Grace, Dylan, Lucas and 

Emily. Brilliant! 

Year 6 were shown photographs of 

how doors have been decorated in 

Madeira to bring new life to old 

buildings. Their task was to draw and 

colour a design for a door to make it 

look much more decorative and 

interesting than the boring doors we 

usually have on the front of buildings.  



Here are some examples of 

Year 6 poems written this 

week. The stimulus was all 

about what lies behind the 

magical door and they 

could be as creative as 

possible.  

Year 3 children in school had 

their PE lessons with Mr L, 

who has also set a series of 

athletics challenges for the 

children participating at 

home. Here are some 

photographs of PE, including 

Kai who is completing his 

daily exercise with his family 

using their new ring fit.   



Things to talk about at home…  

• What do you know about 

the role of the Army? Do 

you know anyone who is a 

soldier or works for the 

Army? If so, what is their 

role? 

• Did you know that the 

Army did so many 

different things? 

We hope you are all continuing to think 

about the planet whilst at home. 

Remember that there are many things 

you can recycle at home and don't 

forget to turn off all those electrical 

things when you are not using them. The planet needs us more 

than ever to help reduce global warming.  

A great way to learn to care for the planet is to get outdoors 

when you can, the more exposure children have to the outside 

world, the more empowered they will feel to protect it. So, go for 

a nature walk, encourage your child to take notice of the trees 

and any small creatures they see. Collect leaves for art projects, 

scour the beach for shells, and look underfoot for tiny insects that 

may capture your child’s interest. 

Last night Mrs Hardy watched an amazing documentary about 

the story of teenage climate activist Greta Thuberg. This was told 

through a story about how young people can create change, as 

she did through her climate strike. Well worth a watch for our 

older children as well as adults. 

www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p090xz9z/i-am-greta  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p090xz9z/i-am-greta


Dates for your diaries: 

 

 
• 12/02/21 Last day of Spring Term 1 

 

• 15/02-19/02/21 February Half Term  

 

• 22/02/21 Start of Spring Term 2 
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Whether you are learning at home or in school, we all started to think about a new 

value this term: the value of ‘Bravery’. We had a think about what it means to be 

brave and what bravery might look like in the world around us. We thought about 

jobs, like those in the NHS, that show great bravery everyday but wondered 

whether these individuals would consider themselves to be brave. 

We followed up our initial discussions by identifying people that we know who are 

brave and how they show bravery.  
Who do you know that is brave? What do they do that makes them a brave? 
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