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Collective Worship Policy  
  
 

1. Introduction 
 

Collective Worship plays an important role in the life of our school. At 
Lipson Vale Primary School we believe that worship gives us the 
opportunity to come together as a community during the day. In 
accordance with the values of the school we recognise that our role is to 
provide opportunities for all children at Lipson Vale Primary School to 
become lifelong learners with the capacity to show humility, intelligence 
and self-belief. As an inclusive school and in line with statutory guidance 
in the 2014 National Curriculum Collective Worship at Lipson Vale Primary 
School will therefore be of a broadly Christian character. It provides an 
opportunity to celebrate all aspects of school life for all children and to 
support our curriculum. 
 
 

2. What is Collective Worship? 
  

 The term "collective" when used in relation to worship in schools 
refers to the gathering together of a school group or groups for 
worship; it does not in any way suggest an act of worship which 
involves a group meeting to subscribe to any particular faith or 
denomination of a faith. 

 Collective Worship does not pre-suppose shared beliefs, and should 
not seek uniform responses from pupils.  Collective Worship caters 
for a diversity of beliefs and points of view, allowing individuals to 
respond as individuals. 

 Worship draws on literature, music, drama, art and other sources 
of inspiration.  It can provide a focus for thought, inspiration and 
reflection for pupils (and staff) whose religious and cultural 
backgrounds are of any faith or none. 

 Collective Worship is a time when the whole school, or groups 
within the school meet together in order to consider and reflect on 
common concerns, issues and interests. It offers all pupils an 
opportunity to worship through engaging in relevant, meaningful 
experiences and provides opportunities for the pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. 
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3. Aims of Collective Worship 
  
For the School: 
  
Collective Worship contributes significantly to the ethos of Lipson Vale 
Primary School and it is our aim that it is a time when the school 
community can: 
  

 Show interest in and concern for members of the school community 
 Celebrate special occasions together 
 Show concern for the daily happenings in school life, the local 

community and wider world 
 Share appreciation of worthwhile activities undertaken by groups 

within the school 
  Explore and review the variety of values, attitudes and standards 

manifested in society, including those relating to British Values and 
the understanding of SMSC associated matters. 

 Reflect upon dimensions of human life. 
  
For the Pupils: 
  
We also intend that Collective Worship contributes to the social, moral, 
spiritual and cultural development of the pupil as a ‘whole’ person by 
providing opportunities to: 
  

 Worship that which is considered worthy 
 Consider spiritual and moral issues 
 Explore their own beliefs 
 Develop their own spirituality 
 Reinforce positive attitudes 
 Participate and respond 
 Reflect on what it means to be human 

 

 
4. The Contribution of Collective Worship to aspects of the 
Curriculum 

  
Collective Worship time can be a part of, and distinct from curriculum 
time. Collective Worship will at times feature aspects of the curriculum, 
which will enhance the experiences of pupils by reflecting on the work 
done in classes.   At times, Collective Worship will enrich class work 
through its consideration of subject matter from different perspectives. 
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The provision of opportunities for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development is in line with school policy which informs our 
practice. To ensure Collective Worship provides opportunities for 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development it should address a wide 
variety of themes and topics, use diverse stimuli and resources and 
provide pupils with the opportunity to ‘respond’ on their own level. 
 
Resources and Planning 
  
Collective Worship will be treated like any other part of the curriculum 
when it comes to matters of planning, delivery, resourcing and evaluation.  
 
The school holds a bank of resources, including musical resources, all of 
which are in shared areas and readily available for all staff to use for a 
range of purposes during the school day. Electronic versions of key 
powerpoints and some additional materials used during Collective Worship 
and in assemblies may be made available on the school shared server. This 
is in order for all teachers and members of staff to access and use to 
follow up with children in future sessions, as may be agreed or requested 
by staff, dependent upon the content. 
  
 

5. Legal Status of Collective Worship 
 

The 1988 Education Reform Act requires that ‘all pupils in attendance at 
a maintained school shall on each day take part in an act of Collective 
Worship’. We endeavour to do our best to keep the spirit of this 
legislation by seeking to provide as many high quality acts of worship as is 
practically possible. The 1988 Education Reform Act further states that 
Collective Worship “must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian 
character, i.e. reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief.” Statutory 
Guidance in the 2014 National Curriculum Framework in England continues 
to support this legal status by stating that ‘All state schools are also 
required to make provision for a daily act of Collective Worship and must 
teach Religious Education to pupils at every key stage …’  
 
By broadly Christian in this school we mean that: - 
  

 Worship contains some elements that accord special status to 
Jesus, his teachings and actions, e.g. learning from the parables 
that Jesus told. 

 Sharing with children the Christian belief that all Christians are 
called to continue Jesus’ work of love and compassion for their  
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fellow human beings through the exploration of key Christian concepts 
such as Love, trust, forgiveness, mercy, humility, courage and 
integrity, respect for life, value of an individual, justice, co-operation 
and service, honesty and truthfulness. 

 

At Lipson Vale Primary School we deliver Collective Worship through a 
range of themes and topics. We believe these themes are generally 
Christian in nature but are universal in their application. We recognise 
that in our school we have children from a variety of faith backgrounds 
and that some children have no religious background at all. Great care is 
taken in our Collective Worship to ensure that all children feel valued and 
special and that their integrity as human beings is consistently upheld.  
 
Collective Worship at Lipson Vale Primary School is therefore a wholly 
inclusive activity, promoting the social, moral, spiritual, cultural 
development and understanding of all children. 
  
To provide children with variety in their experience of worship, acts of 
worship may take the form of a whole school act of worship for all pupils 
or separate acts of worship for students in different age groups or 
school groups. Collective Worship may be held at any time during the 
school day. 
  
The responsibility for arranging school worship in our school rests with 
the Head Teacher who has the responsibility for co-ordinating Collective 
Worship in the school with governors’ approval. 
  
 

6. Rights of Withdrawal 
  
Lipson Vale Primary School is an inclusive community however we respect 
the right of parents to withdraw their children from Collective Worship. 
This school expects that withdrawal will only be made following parental 
discussion with the Headteacher followed by written confirmation of 
withdrawal. 
  
7. Organisation 
 

Each week there is a theme for Collective Worship. This may be based on 
SEAL, current affairs or events of shared interest, or a celebratory 
theme chosen by a member of staff or an individual class, that recognises 
the children’s achievements and contributions. The school currently  
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meets at the following agreed times, and additional opportunities are 
made at the discretion of the Key Stage Leader or class teacher, in order  
to allow for the coming together of the school community and celebration 
at other times of the week. The nature of Collective Worship outside of 
the agreed times can therefore range from a large scale Collective 
Worship gathering to a class circle time experience. 
 

Day                   Person Leading                          Main Hall 
Monday                 Headteacher / Deputy HT                KS2 (9.00am) 
Tuesday          Deputy HT/ KS1 CT    KS1 (2.45pm) 
Thursday              Music Co-ordinator                      KS2 (9.15am) 
Friday                  Headteacher / Deputy HT             Y2-6 (2.30pm) 
Friday          F/Y1 (CT led – separate year groups) F & Y1 (2.30pm)  
  
This pattern is flexible and on occasions it is recognised that teachers 
may feel that they need to respond to local or national events. 
  
The Chair of Governors has a role monitoring Collective Worship at the 
school. 
 
 

8. Worship Element 
  
During Collective Worship there will be time in which children will be 
given the opportunity to develop a worshipful attitude through quiet 
reflection and if appropriate, prayer.  Collective Worship will be 
demarcated by a prayer, reflective picture or music relating to the theme 
of the week, indicating to the children that time for reflection and 
worship has begun. 
  
 

 9. Outside Speakers 
  
Visitors can make a valuable and enhancing contribution to a children’s act 
of worship.  The overall planning, leadership and control will remain the 
responsibility of the Headteacher and the Deputy Headteacher.  It will 
also be their responsibility for ensuring that the speaker is fully briefed 
and prepared in accordance with this policy. 
  
Plymouth Centre for Faiths and Cultural Diversity has speakers from all 
faith groups as well as an extensive range of contacts and resources that 
can be drawn upon for further support. Lipson Vale Primary School 
regularly invites visitors from a local church, who specialise in leading  



Lipson Vale Primary School – Collective Worship Policy 

 8 

 
Collective Worship through art, drama and story telling with the children. 
In addition, our close links with Emmanuel (Church of England) Church    
 
 
continue, and throughout the school year there are many opportunities to 
welcome the church leaders into school to lead us in Collective Worship, 
particularly at important times of the year, such as Christmas and Easter. 
As a school community, we enjoy the chance to visit Emmanuel Church for  
 
a range of purposes, including worship, celebration,  workshops and 
learning opportunities, linked to the current RE curriculum. 
 
 

10. Who was consulted? 
 

This policy was approved by the governing body following consultation 
with all interested parties. 


