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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

The school curriculum in England, as outlined in the 2013 National Curriculum, states 

that every school must provide a curriculum that is ‘balanced and broadly based’ and 

which ‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of 

pupils at the school and of society’ (The National Curriculum in England Framework 

document: DfE. July 2013: p5). In addition, the school curriculum indicates that 

whilst schools should make provision for personal, social, health and economic 

education (PSHE), schools have the freedom to choose the topics and subjects that 

are included and how the programme of education is designed and planned in order to 

suit the needs of children within the school. 

 

The Headteacher, Governors and staff at Lipson Vale Primary School have agreed 

that the wide-ranging curriculum, together with the extensive extra-curricular 

opportunities offered at the school, meet the above requirements of the school 

curriculum document across all areas of study and school life. For this reason, a 

policy for Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education (SMSC) has been adopted 

for the school from 2015. At Lipson Vale Primary School, we believe that by focusing 

on the development of SMSC for all children, we can prepare pupils ‘for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life’ (The National Curriculum 

in England Framework document: DfE. July 2013: p5). 

 

The Lipson Vale Primary School Policy for SMSC from 2015 will therefore 

incorporate the recommended aspects of the non-statutory PSHE subject guidelines 

from the 2013 National Curriculum. It will also include the statutory elements of 

PSHE education by continuing to follow a local PSHE programme (currently SEAL), 

ensuring that we are in a position to ‘equip pupils with a sound understanding of risk 

and with the knowledge and skills necessary to make safe and informed decisions’ 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-social-health-and-economic-education-

pshe/personal-social-health-and-economic-pshe-education). 

 

AIMS 

 

The personal development of pupils spiritually, morally, socially, and culturally 

plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. 

We therefore aim to offer an education that provides children with opportunities 

throughout all aspects of their learning, to explore and develop their own values and 

beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive, caring 

attitude towards others, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and 

an appreciation of the diversity of other cultures. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-social-health-and-economic-education-pshe/personal-social-health-and-economic-pshe-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-social-health-and-economic-education-pshe/personal-social-health-and-economic-pshe-education
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Promoting British Values also form part of this personal development, in accordance 

with guidance from the Department for Education. Following the launch of the new 

curriculum, all schools were advised to promote 'British Values' through SMSC. 

According to Ofsted, British values are: democracy; the rule of law; individual 

liberty; mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

and for those without faith. 

 

All curriculum areas have a contribution to the child’s SMSC development and 

opportunities for this will be planned in each area of the curriculum but particularly 

in RE, PHSE and collective worship. The integrity and spirituality of other faith 

backgrounds will be respected and explored. 

 

All adults should model and promote expected behaviour, treating all people as 

valuable individuals and showing respect for all pupils and their families. Children 

should learn to differentiate between right and wrong in as far as their actions 

affect other people. They will be encouraged to value themselves and others. 

 

Children should begin to understand their rights and responsibilities and the need to 

respect others. Teachers planning will reflect this and will be specific to the age and 

differentiation requirements of children. Planning will also include SEAL, and the 

statutory content outlined in the National Curriculum (2013) guidance: drug 

education, financial education, sex and relationship education (SRE – see separate 

policy) and the importance of physical activity and diet for a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Everyone connected with the school will be aware of our values and principles 

overarched by our school ethos. 

 

SMSC will be consistently approached through all aspects of the curriculum and the 

general life of the school. 

 

The education the children will experience will be set within a meaningful context 

appropriate to their age, aptitude and background. 

 

Children will be given the opportunity to: 

 

• Share their achievements and successes with others 

• Talk about their personal experiences and feelings 

• Express and clarify their own ideas 

• Speak about the different events appropriate to their age 

• Learn about families and the different relationships within families 
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• Consider the needs and behaviours of others 

• Show empathy towards others 

• Develop self-esteem and a respect for others 

• Develop a sense of belonging within different groups of people 

• Develop skills and attitudes that enable them to develop socially, morally,  

   spiritually and culturally e.g. empathy, respect, and sensitivity 

• Use the school BLP philosophy to support the SMSC opportunities within the school 

• Children will listen and talk to each other in all areas of the curriculum and beyond 

• Learn to understand that we are all different and this should be celebrated 

• Learn to agree and disagree 

• Experience good role models 

• Learn to take turns and share equipment 

• Learn to work and play cooperatively and collaboratively 

 

 

Spiritual development 

 

Children will be given the opportunities to: 

• Develop and sustain self esteem 

• Develop the early skills of critical thinking and independent thought 

• Experience moments of stillness and reflection 

• Discuss their feelings and responses to their experiences 

• Form and maintain worthwhile friendships 

• Begin to be able to reflect upon the wonders and mysteries of life 

 

 

Moral development 

 

Children will be given the opportunities to: 

• Begin to be able to recognise the uniqueness of each individual 

• Listen and respond appropriately to the views of others 

• Begin to gain confidence to cope with setbacks and learn from mistakes 

• Show consideration of others 

• Know right from wrong 

• Show respect for the environment 

• Show respect for all living things 
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Social development 

 

Children will be given opportunity to: 

• Begin to develop a sense of identity and of the groups around them 

• Help others in the local community and wider community 

 

 

Cultural development 

 

Children will be given opportunity to: 

• Begin to recognise and value richness of our diverse society 

• Have the opportunity to engage in activities which support 

cultural awareness 

 

 

Examples of practical activities at Lipson Vale Primary School, which help to 

develop SMSC: 

 

 Working together in a variety of groups, partners, teams, etc, across key 

stages and year groups.   (School Council; Eco-Warriors; Community Action Team; 

Travel Plan; Chicken Team; Schools Youth Council,  Peer Mediators, Play Leaders 

etc). 

 Working with our children across the whole school age range, sharing 

experiences and working collaboratively with other year groups. There are 

opportunities throughout the year for all children to experience this  e.g. sports 

day, vertical grouped teams. 

 Encouraging and supporting children to behave appropriately at meal times, 

including invitations to share the VIP table with the Headteacher and other invited 

guests. 

 Encouraging and supporting children to begin to take responsibility e.g. School 

Council and other school groups, Prefects, Peer Mediators, Play Leaders etc. 

 Engaging in team work activities, not just in PE or at sporting events, although 

this happens very regularly for all year groups. 

 Showing appreciation for the success and performances of others e.g. 

celebration assemblies. 

 Celebrating the arts from around the world e.g. singing, artwork and dance.  

 Intercultural activities have supported this in the past in a more concentrated 

way, particularly those in connection to the Finland link with the School Council and 

the school’s Nepal link. (Last year, Year 2 engaged in a joint project with a partner  
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school in Nepal which involves recording and exchanging traditional children's songs 

and rhymes from each culture. A blog to aid communication was been set up and 

there was a Project Space on the British Council's School's Online website.) 

 Meeting people from different cultures. 

 Participating in a variety of educational visits and welcoming visitors to the 

school e.g. visitors from different faiths, visiting the local church and local charity 

representatives. The Life Education Centre visits the school annually, during Health 

& Safety Week. All children  attend at least one session during this time and 

participate in a range of age appropriate workshops as part of the carefully 

designed PSHE schools programme. 

 Enjoying a range of live performances e.g. from visiting companies such as M & 

M Productions, or our own school orchestra/ choir. 

 Using assemblies to explore a range of themes, festivals, cultures and 

religions, such as Harvest, the Holocaust and Armistice Day. 

 Being exposed to stories and literature from different cultures. 

 Sharing of resources e.g. role play will include resources representing 

different cultures. 

 Celebrating food from around the world e.g. intercultural weeks and the 

teaching of a topic based curriculum such as India/ Greece/ Egypt. 

 Learning songs and chants from around the world. 

 Learning about the contributions to society that people famous and not 

famous have made e.g. Florence Nightingale. 

 Being encouraged to share experiences with their peers, such as during ‘show 

and tell’. The children get the opportunity to ‘show and tell’ their peers about 

something that they are particularly proud/pleased/enthusiastic about, e.g. work 

they’ve completed at home linked to school or not, items of interest (may be linked 

to class topic work), photographs, ornaments etc. The children get to ask questions 

and there is an opportunity to answer/give feedback. 

 Whole school participation and support of local and national themed weeks, 

such as 'Healthy Eating Week', 'Safer Internet Day' (for info *Feb 7th 2017*) and 

'Fairtrade Fortnight'. These events are often supported as a whole school and then 

followed up appropriately and specifically within year groups and classes, depending 

upon the age and suitability of the children, as well as their interests. 

 Engaging in many opportunities for extra curricular activities such as lunch 

time clubs e.g. Recorder Club, Homework Club, The School’s Challenge, The Quiet 

Room, choir, orchestra and a  wide range of after school clubs and activities offered 

by teachers and outside agencies. (To ensure equality of opportunity the school may 

offer financial support for children eligible for FSM if there is a cost implication). 

 Participating in dedicated Circle Time sessions, which give every child an 

opportunity to share their own thoughts and ideas and be listened to. This can take 

on a variety of forms: circle time may be linked to the current SEAL theme and 



Lipson Vale Primary School – SMSC & Citizenship Policy 

 8 

therefore part of the planned weekly curriculum coverage, but can sometimes be 

spontaneous, responding to the immediate needs of children and/or arising situations 

in or outside of school. Alternatively, circle time sessions may be appropriate or 

necessary as part of the whole school programme, such as during anti-bullying week, 

to raise internet awareness/ promote safety online, or to highlight sun safety issues 

in the lead up to the summer term (see separate policies for more information). 

 

Links with the wider community: 

 

 Visitors are welcome to the school having completed all the relevant 

safeguarding checks  

 Close links with the local church are fostered and continue throughout the 

year. Ministers and representatives from the parish community often lead 

assemblies in school as well as hosting the annual Carol Service at Emmanuel Church, 

Mannamead in December. We also have links with other faith groups who come in to 

lead assemblies, such as Mr and Mrs Gately. 

 Children engage in charity fund raising for local needs and beyond every year– 

this includes supporting Mary’s Meals and the Belarus Orphanage to help them 

provide meals and an education in poorer countries. Additionally, each year the 

school will research and choose a charity that the school will support for one year 

through a variety of fundraising activities such as mufti days, Christmas Nativity 

Productions and enterprise days. Previous charities have included St Luke’s Hospice, 

Devon Air Ambulance Trust and Plymouth & District MIND.   

 The school hosts many events throughout the year where families of children 

and members of the local community are invited into school to share experiences and 

learning. This ranges from Christmas Nativity Productions to a Harvest Tea or more 

recently Class Open Afternoons. 

 Children also have the opportunity to visit members of the local community. 

For example the choir visit local residential homes and the hospital at Christmas-

time to share Christmas Carols. 

 The home-school agreement supports the development of effective 

partnerships with home and school. 

 Children are taught and encouraged to look after their local environment and 

be aware of the wider environment and the effect we have on it. They will also be 

encouraged to undertake community work and volunteer. 

 Children will have the opportunity to enter competitions. 

 Homework/Home Learning supports developing knowledge of the local and 

wider community. 
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An exciting opportunity for the future: 

 

Lipson Vale Primary School is pleased to announce that we are currently in the initial 

stages of applying for the Healthy Child Quality Mark, at Bronze level. This is a 

local initiative that recognises and celebrates the healthy attitudes of children and 

gives schools a framework to plan, deliver and assess healthier behaviours across 

the whole school. 

 

 

Monitoring and evaluation:  

 

SMSC provision is monitored by planning review, curriculum review, 

observing teaching and learning and discussions at staff and governor 

meetings. 

 

All members of staff have a responsibility to ensure that SMSC is consistently 

approached through all aspects of the curriculum and the general life of the school. 

However, it is important to remember that whilst examples of SMSC may, at times 

be implicit, it is also important to ensure that children engage fully in their personal 

spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development, understanding that SMSC plays 

a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. Development of SMSC and 

activities supporting this will therefore be made explicit to and shared with the 

children regularly. 

 


