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Introduction 
At Lipson Vale Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with learning 
opportunities to engage in history. This policy outlines the planning, teaching and assessment of 
history taught at our school which follows The National Curriculum 2014 for History Guidelines. 
 
A high-quality history education at Lipson Vale Primary School aims to: 
 help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the 
wider world. 
 inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask 
perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective 
and judgement. 
 help pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity 
and the challenges of their time. 
 
 
Aims 
The aim of history teaching at Lipson Vale Primary School is to stimulate the children’s interest 
and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. This includes: 
 Developing a lasting enjoyment of learning about the past. 
 Developing a sense of chronology, relating to significant people and events in British 
history. 
 Considering what it was like to live in different periods and what influenced the people 
who lived then. 
 Understanding the impact of some key figures in British history. 
 Developing skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation. 
 
The National Curriculum 2014 for History aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each key 
stage, know, can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the 
relevant programmes of study. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
History is taught at Lipson Vale Primary School using a topic-based approach. Skills and 
knowledge are taught in a thematic cross curricular way and the learning that takes place links 
directly to the topic being covered. History is timetabled as being a ‘topic’ lesson.    
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. In each key stage, children 
will be given practical opportunities to develop their knowledge and enthusiasm for the subject 
through examining historical artefacts and primary sources, drama and storytelling, trips to 
places of historical interest and visitors into the school. We focus on helping children 
understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should 
always ask searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’ about information they are given. 
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We recognise that in all classes children have a wide range of ability in History and we seek to 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
the ability of the child. 
We achieve this by: 
 Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty; 
 Grouping children in mixed ability groups to allow pupils to support each other in the 
learning process; 
 Providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child; 
 Using teaching assistants to support children individually or in groups. 
 
The expectation is that learning and teaching styles will differ in lessons and across classes to 
address the needs and wants of children, as well as those of the unit being taught. 
 
History Curriculum Planning 
We have developed a scheme of work based upon the 2014 National Curriculum’s Programmes of 
Study. History is planned for in year group teams and is cross curricular whenever possible. 
Medium term planning is available for History topics in Key Stage 1 and 2. Each teacher has a 
planning Curriculum folder where guidance can be found for planning each topic at the correct 
time to ensure progression throughout the school. 
• Long term plans (or yearly plans) are shown on the curriculum overview for each year 
group. 
• Medium term plans show an overview of what will be covered each week. These plans list 
the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson. 
• Short term plans (or weekly plans) contain more detailed information about what will 
happen in the lesson. These plans may include relevant vocabulary, questions to be asked and a 
resource list.  Where there are health and safety issues, these should be clearly shown on the 
planning and acted upon accordingly. 
  
Foundation Stage 
History is taught in the foundation stage as an integral part of the topic work covered during 
the year and we relate the history side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the 
Early Learning Goals.  History makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of 
developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as dressing up in 
historical costumes, looking at pictures of famous people in history or discussing the meaning of 
vocabulary such as ‘new’ and ‘old’ in relation to their own lives. 
  
Key Stage 1   
Pupils are taught about the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time. They learn where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 
and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They are 
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taught a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. Children are encouraged to ask and 
answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know  
 
and understand key features of events. They study some of the ways in which we find out about 
the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.   
  
Key Stage 2   
Pupils continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They 
note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. They will regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. Children will construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
They are taught to understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources.   
  
 
Home Learning Opportunities 
The teaching of History at Lipson Vale Primary School provides children with the opportunity to 
develop their skills ,knowledge and understanding according to the National Curriculum as well 
as motivate children to extend their historical enquiries beyond the classroom. Through the use 
of 'Home Learning Grids,' teachers encourage children to research historical topics on their 
own and develop their own opinions, which they can then back up with their historical knowledge. 
 
 
Inclusion/equal opportunities 
All children will be given access to History irrespective of race, gender, creed, level of ability 
or nationality. Mutual respect and tolerance for all cultures will be promoted through the study 
of History. 
 
We aim to encourage all pupils to reach their full potential through the provision of varied 
opportunities and differentiating work to aid children’s learning. We strive hard to meet the 
needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special 
gifts and talents and those learning English as an additional language. 
 
Differentiation 
When planning activities teachers take account of the needs of individual children in their 
class, in order that all children are able to access the history curriculum. Teachers incorporate 
a variety of teaching and learning styles in order to engage all children as fully as possible. 
Some children may be expected to present their work in a simpler form or to work at aspects 
of a particular task rather than complete the whole task. Children may receive extra help or be 
allowed extra time or resources to complete a task. 
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More able children are given opportunities to extend their skills and understanding through a 
range of methods as identified in the school’s Gifted and talented policy including extra 
opportunities for individual research and higher order questioning. 
 
 
Health and safety   
Fieldwork and site visits are an important part of Historical work and school health and safety 
guidelines will be adhered to at all times. 
 
 
Progression 
Teaching is planned to ensure progression of skills by providing opportunities for children to: 
 Ask and understand increasingly complex questions. 
 Understand increasingly abstract concepts. 
 Provide more reasoned explanations. 
 Use artefacts and a variety of sources to support arguments. 
 Make links and connections between different areas of learning. 
 Become more independent in their learning. 
 Use a variety of methods to record and present findings. 
 
Assessment 
Children demonstrate their ability in History in a variety of different ways. Younger children 
might, for example, act out a famous historical event, whilst older pupils may produce a 
PowerPoint presentation or written piece of work. Teachers will assess children’s work by 
making informal judgements during lessons. After lessons, the teacher assesses the work and 
uses this information to plan for future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the 
child to help guide his or her progress. Older children are encouraged to make judgements 
about how they can improve their own work. Teachers mark work in accordance with the 
school's marking policy and comment as necessary. This provides the basis for the summative 
assessment of pupils at the end of each unit. 
Class teachers pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year and to 
parents in an annual written report. 
 
 
Resources 
There are sufficient resources for all History teaching units in the school. Most resources are 
stored in topic boxes within year group areas.  They include artefacts, posters, photographs, 
newspapers, documents, CDs and DVDs as well as text books. These are updated and extended 
as budgets allow and as need is perceived by class teachers. There has been significant 
investment in ICT resources which can be used in conjunction with interactive whiteboards.  
Topic books and additional resources are loaned from the Plymouth Library Service to support 
the teaching of History in school. Wherever possible, visiting speakers and story tellers are 
used to enhance the learning experience for children. The ordering of resources is the 
responsibility of the History co-ordinator. 
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Monitoring 
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in History is the 
responsibility of the History co-ordinator. The work of the History co-ordinator also involves 
supporting colleagues in the teaching of History, being informed about current developments in 
the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 
 


