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Dear Parents, carers and pupils,

Well, here we are at the end of the first week of the new school year. I can
honestly say that I am one very proud headteacher! Not only have I received
the warmest of welcomes from the staff and our families but it has also been
a really successful week with us all adapting to new routines in and around
school. T cannot thank my staff enough for adaﬁﬁng to the new routines with
such positivity and for giving all of our pupils a happy and calm start back.
However, a huge thanks also goes to you, our families, who have showed great
patience and understanding of the new routines and why we need to have
them at these times.

We have welcomed lots of new pupils into school this week—those starting

school for the first time and those who have moved to join our wonderful

school family. The whole school extends a very warm welcome to you all. As

you get settled in, please do let us know if there is anything that we can help with to make your
start with us as smooth and stress free as possible.

Between seeing in the new children joining us, I have loved popping into all classrooms across the
week. You will all be so amazed at how brilliantly the children have come back into school and the
focus that they are already showing in their reconnection with school. As a staff team we have been
doing a lot of thinking about how we support all of our pupils to reconnect with school: reconnect
with the school as a community; reconnect with learning; and reconnect with each other. We
understand that lockdown has been both challenging and unsettling for our pupils and we have
focused this week on settling them back in with a theme of 'Together We Achieve' - ask your child
what they have been up to this week in class.

We are not 'testing’ pupils as they return to school. Instead, we are asking our pupils to complete
tasks and quizzes that will give us a clear understanding of what they have remembered and where
they are in their learning so that we can plan future learning to deepen their understanding and
build on what they already know. I have seen some great tasks taking place this week: from poetry
in year 6, maths challenges in year 5, understanding difference in people in year 3, and excellent
use of phonics in year 2.

We have also been planning how we will be able to continue supporting our pupils if they are unable
to be in school because of Covid-19. On the next page there is some useful information for parents
about how this will happen and how we can get set up. Mr Petty has been busy putting some videos
together for you which I have shared with you.

Whilst we are not able to have parents in school at the moment, teachers are busy preparing some
information for you as an introduction to the new school year. They will be putting together a short
video introducing themselves and will be sharing a letter with you. This will be through Google
Classroom. If you have any problems accessing this, please get in fouch and we will do our best to
help you out. This information will be with you by the end of next week.

Thank you, again, for a smooth return to school for everyone. I hope that we can continue to work
together as we look forward to a successful year for Lipson Vale.

I truly hope that you have a wonderful weekend and the sun continues to shine.
Take care.

Peter Lewis-Cole (Headteacher)
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As a school, we want to be able to continue to provide our H

pupils with opportunities for learning—even if they are not Parents Vldeos
able to be in school because they are self-isolating or we
need to close a bubble because we have a confirmed
case.

So that we are able to get learning to pupils quickly, we will
be using Google Classroom for pupils in Year One through to
Year Six. Some of you may be familiar with Google
Classroom already but for others it will be brand new. Don’t
panic—we will be teaching children to use Google
Classroom in school and they will be given some chances to
practise.

Mr Petty has created two videos that will help you to get SCAN M E

started—either scan the QR code or click on it to be taken
to these. These videos are to help parents and families get
to know Google Classroom and how we will be using it.

What will happen if your child is not able to be in school?

If your child can't be in school for reasons connected to Covid-19 (they are self-isolating or
have tested positive) and are well enough to complete school work, their class teacher will
set them *‘assignments’ through Google Classroom. These will most likely be links to lessons
online so that they can be completed to fit around your day and other priorities. We will be
providing as much of the curriculum as we can through Google Classroom in this way.
Teachers will also make contact with your child to check how they are getting on.

What will happen if a whole bubble is sent home?

If we need to send a whole bubble home because we have a confirmed case, learning will
be provided for all pupils in this bubble through Google Classroom. Assignments will be set
with links to online lessons. Teachers will be available to give feedback and help out if there
are any issues.

What would happen if you don’t have a computer to access Google Classroom?

Don't panic. We are able to get hold of some laptops that can be loaned to you whilst you
are not able to be in school. Get in contact with us if you don't have a laptop, WIFI or other
hardware that is needed to access virtual learning.

“The sun has got his hat on”

The weather is going to get hot next week (Yes, in Septemberl),
so please make sure that you put sun cream on before school
and, if you do bring sun cream in with you, make sure it is
labelled clearly with your child’s name. Sun hats too please.



https://www.lvps.co.uk/remote-learning
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