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Musical quotations. 

 
 

 Music has the power of producing a certain effect on the moral 
character of the soul, and if it has the power to do this, it is clear that the 
young must be directed to music and must be educated in it . 
  
  ( Aristotle 384 – 322BC ) 
 
 
We nave established  already in school children the belief that  music belongs 
to everyone and is, with a little effort, available to everyone. 
 
  ( Kodaly  1882 – 1967 ) 
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Introduction. 

 
Music is a valued area of the curriculum at Lipson Vale Primary,  It is a strong component to the 
ethos and culture of our school.  The delivery, the learning and the development encourage 
children to focus on styles and methods of accessing the tasks.   The participation in musical 
activities inside and outside the classroom support children in their emotional learning, 
developing a range of skills which encourages a more confident belief in their own abilities.   In 
our most recent Ofsted Inspection, both curriculum and extra curriculum music were observed.  
Remarks were made about high expectations for children and an inclusive musical education 
provided for everyone.   We were delighted to receive a statement on the report outlining that 
music is a strength in our school.   
 
 
Music has always been an important component in primary education. Through musical practice 
children are allowed to explore and develop three broad areas of development: the intellectual 
and emotional, the sensory and motor and the social. 
 
 It is within the first of these three headings where the specific level of development 
unique to music and other art related subjects, can be found.  This area is known as aesthetics.  
It includes intellect, sensitivity, expression and feelings. 
 
 Aesthetic work allows children to develop their understanding with knowledge, skills and 
creativity.   Children need to explore a variety of modes of understanding.  Aesthetics can help 
develop particular skills and understanding of an area of study, whilst other curriculum areas 
increase a child’s perception from different angles. 
 
 We cannot ignore the importance of both skill and conceptual development.  Children 
need to be taught particular ideas and knowledge linked specifically to music.  The national 
curriculum, our policy and our music scheme underline these.  However it is the aesthetic, 
creative element of music that makes it a valued part of a child’s education.  Our policy 
statement confirms and defines our purpose for music education at Lipson Vale and includes the 
criteria   contained in these opening paragraphs. 
 
There has been a positive transition in valuing a more global education and the integration of all 
foundation subjects has been welcome.  At Lipson Vale music is now delivered by the music 
specialist  teacher who consistently teach music in a timetabled slot on a weekly basis and class 
teachers supported by the music co-ordinator.  This has been in contrast to a time when 
curriculum subjects were struggling against each other in the demand for more time and those 
subjects which develop and practise basic skills held most emphasis and importance in the 
timetable. It is now recognised that music does indeed have its part to play.  Firstly music is a 
part of the national curriculum and we are therefore required to teach it.  Secondly music is an 
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integral part of the ethos of Lipson Vale Primary school and we therefore need to develop and 
support music both within and outside the curriculum.  Finally we now understand the benefit to 
the individual child in terms of their intellectual and emotional development.   
 
 Realising the importance of music within the curriculum, it is vital that each lesson 
delivered is well planned, reflects continuity, and allows the practice of a range of musical skills 
and the development of the different musical concepts. Music Express was adopted  by our 
school with a view to ensuring that our music lessons were conducted confidently, contained the 
appropriate balance of skills and concepts across the terms and included progression from year 
to year.  The introduction of the new Curriculum has impacted elements of the delivery of the 
curriculum.  Changes have been made to allow music to link clearly and realistically with the 
classroom for that term.  
 
This policy will both support and guide present and future teachers through the scheme and 
outlines both the delivery, objective of music lessons at Lipson vale.   I am aware that music has 
much specialist knowledge and language and to this end a glossary has been included to help with 
any technical terms you might be unfamiliar with. There is also a section on our external music 
lessons and the importance of this area of our musical work, demonstrating its supporting role 
both to our music curriculum and to the environment of the school.   
 
 Music is a major contributor to developing a positive ethos throughout our school; it’s 
enjoyed, it is valued and it brings much enjoyment to our pupils. 
 
 
 

Music throughout the school. 
 
 
 

 
 
Although our lessons designated to music will be a vital part to aid in the development of our 
children’s musical learning and understanding, music does not only need to be segregated in this 
way.  There are many areas in school life and in a range of areas across the curriculum where 
the presence of music can be used as a tool to aid and enhance the children’s learning.   We 
should all be aware of how as teachers we can draw music out of a variety of   teaching focuses 
and other daily events in school, allowing children to extend and reinforce their understanding 
musically and in other areas of their work. 
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Opportunities to reinforce musical skills. 
 
Listening and appraising. Pupils should be taught how to, recognise that sounds can be used 
in music to achieve particular effect, recognise that music comes from different times and 
places and to describe in simple terms the sounds they have heard.  

 

Entering the hall for assembly provides an ideal opportunity to both develop the children’s 
listening skills and extend and reinforce the listening and appraising requirement of musical 
work.  To maximize the potential of this opportunity it is important that children’s attention is 
drawn to the composer, the title, the style, the specific focus and why this particular piece has 
been chosen.  In the past a variety of themes have been adopted, for example, music was 
chosen to demonstrate the sounds of specific instruments. In another term pieces reflecting a 
range of the musical elements were chosen, questions were then set to encourage the children 
to focus their listening.  

 

To enhance the impact on the child and indeed the class, the music could then be listened to at 
a later date, perhaps as part of the music lesson, in dance or in other areas of the creative 
arts.  Drawing the children’s attention to a variety of musical styles in many situations will help 
to develop their understanding of this area of musical work.   

 

By encouraging children to use and focus their listening skills outside their music lessons, we 
will be demonstrating the value we put on this area of musical work in their education. 

Performing and composing.  As part of their musical education pupils should be taught how 
to:  sing songs, play pieces and perform musical patterns,   explore, and organise sounds 
in musical structures. 

 

This is a summary of the performing and composing requirement of the National curriculum.   A 
selection of points has been made from the National Curriculum document because it is within 
these specific areas that again our practice outside the classroom can positively affect our 
children’s musical development.  

 

Some parts of assemblies are set aside purely for singing practice.  This is an ideal opportunity 
to develop and extend skills initially taught in the children’s class music lessons as part of their 
termly allocated music lesson.  Questions asked will further reinforce the vocabulary, ideas and 
skills taught in the weekly music lesson.   During practice sessions children from both K.S.1 and 
K.S.2 will be encouraged to develop   their control of their breathing, dynamics, rhythm and 
pitch.   
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Secular songs are often used to extend ideas and teaching points in our termly presentations 
concerts.  This is an ideal opportunity for children to perform and show their musical 
development in this aspect of musical work. 

 

Performance in school 

 

Much importance is held in this aspect of musical activity. To ensure there is a clear purpose 
for creating , practicing, and rehearsing their presentation , performance opportunities should 
be regularly given.  It enables the child or children to demonstrate to others their musical skills 
in terms of their understanding of pitch, rhythm   and  other musical concepts as well as their 
ability to handle and play an instrument or collaborate as part of an ensemble. .  In these group 
musical performances children are showing their ability to listen and respond to other musicians 
alongside following their own musical part. 

 

Encouraging the musicians from our music groups, those children   who have instrumental tuition 
within school and those children who have private instrumental tuition outside of school, to 
perform, we will be allowing the demonstration of a number of musical skills, encouraging other 
children to take more specialist musical tuition and also enabling musicians to practise and 
extend their own skills. 

 

Throughout our school calendar there are a variety of times when we openly encourage the 
performance of our instrumentalists and vocalists,   for example, our Carol service, class 
presentations,, concerts and plays.  Here we welcome many musicians to seize the opportunity 
to perform.  Many of them have worked extremely hard in school and in their own personal 
practice sessions.  The performance at the concert is a time for them to share their 
enthusiasm, skills and ability with others. 

 

Music as a tool. 

 

We have been focusing on how music outside the classroom can help in the development of 
children’s musical understanding; however music can also help in the development of other areas 
of the curriculum.    Recent research has found the impact that music can have in the 
development of important skills in maths and science. 

 ‘Music is a very powerful method in assuring that every child reaches his or her potential 
in maths and science.’      (Dr. Frances Raster, 1994.) 
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In the document, ‘Maintaining breadth and balance at Key stage 1 & 2.’ Q.C.A also supports the 
idea of linking areas of the curriculum together.  It states, “Combine the teaching of skills 
common to music and dance.  For instance, develop a sense of pulse (steady beat) and create 
simple patterns through music and dance. 

 

One  music researcher  goes further stating, ‘ Our primary mission as teachers  is not always to 
teach music    but to teach the child through the vehicle of music.’  He goes on to say, ‘How 
satisfying to know that the work we do helps nurture all of their intelligences.  It is not just 
musical intelligence that is awakened and trained, but logical/mathematical through the 
inherent patterning of maths…’ (Douglas Goodkin. 1993.) 

 

 

 

Many KS1  teachers have adopted songs as a vehicle for teaching children basic number facts, 
phonics work. As a parent I have watched as my daughter enthusiastically joins in with a variety 
of rhymes and songs.  Alongside these activities, unknowingly,   she is absorbing important basic 
number facts and concepts which will help in her early mathematical understanding.  

 

Now many publishers are realising the positive potential that can be gained from linking music 
and maths and music and literacy.  We now have a number of resources which can show ways in 
using music in other lessons to help in their mathematical understanding and in their 
understanding of literacy. 

 

Tom Thumb’s Musical Maths – Developing Maths Skills with simple songs. Helen Macgregor. 
( A&C Black. )  This is an excellent book which can be used by the musical and ‘not-so-musical’ 
teacher- particularly for keeping number skills sharp and reinforcing a wide range of addition 
and subtraction concepts that have been covered in the main teaching activity.  The NNS 
states that ‘high quality direct teaching is oral, interactive and lively’. It cannot fail to be so, 
when selecting songs and chants from this book. 

 

The Number Crew Teacher’s Guide. Channel 4 Schools publication.  The songs, raps and chants 
from the series are at the back of this guide.  They include a range of musical styles (e.g. The 
Number Rumba ! ) and explain the methods behind various maths concepts within the verses. 

 

Bingo Lingo.  Supporting language development with songs and rhymes.  Helen Macgregor 
(A&C Black.) Here you can sing a song and rap a rhyme for language development and literacy.  
In this book there is a wealth of songs, rhymes, chants and tongue twisters providing hours of 
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fun with words – giving children plenty of opportunities for exploring and playing with sounds, 
onset, rime, vowels, consonants, blends and more.  No reading music required! 

 

Recently I attended a course focusing on a range of ideas of using and teaching music in the 
primary classroom.   One part of the course was delivered by a local music coordinator and also 
holds the responsibility of being one of the 9 Leading Maths Teachers in the city.  She spoke in 
detail of the musical links she makes in her maths lessons, demonstrating her ideas with a 
variety of resources which included both books and materials. 

♪ ♮ ♫  &  + = % 

 

Music  and  maths. 

 

Ideas and suggestions made by Ineke Leer (Hyde Park Infant School.  1999) 

 

It was during my recent attendance on a course for Leading Maths Teachers, as part of the 
National Numeracy Strategy, that I began to think seriously about how music could be 
successfully incorporated into the daily dedicated maths lesson. As infant teachers we have 
always used songs, rhymes, chants etc. to help young children learn and memorise number 
sequences, alongside various clapping and rhythm games, which help children experience a range 
of patterns.  As a result, we have been helping to provide children with a holistic learning 
curriculum.  However with all the recent changes in primary education, we have the potential for 
creating a totally fragmented curriculum.  Fortunately, there have been successful attempts to 
hijack aspects of the National Literacy Strategy with the music curriculum, and a range of 
articles have been written in recent months, showing how music can successfully be 
incorporated   into the literacy hour.  I have certainly had fun involving many of these musical 
elements into my literacy hours! 

 

Now it is the turn of the National Numeracy Strategy to be hijacked by the music curriculum!  
The following are taken from the key objectives at Key Stage One and can be incorporated into 
the oral work/mental calculation (the first 5 – 10 mins.) and the plenary (the last 10 – 15 mins.)  
of the daily dedicated maths lesson, through musical activities : 

 

Foundation: 

 

Say and use the number names in order, in familiar contexts 

Talk about, recognise and recreate simple patterns 
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Year One: 

 

Count on and back in ones from small number and in tens from and back to 0 

Understand the operations of addition and subtraction…and use the related vocabulary 

Read, write and order numbers from 0 to at least 20 

Know by heart all pairs of numbers with a total of 10 

 

 

Year Two: 

 

Counting on or back in ones or tens from any 2 digit number 

Know by heart, facts for the 2 and 10 multiplication tables 

 

There are obviously numerous musical examples which can be offered in order to achieve these 
key objectives – but with such a strong emphasis being placed on using the correct vocabulary 
we must remember to explain to the children the mathematical concepts and vocabulary 
involved within each song, game etc. 

 

Autumn Term 2016 Lipson Vale Primary School. 
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Music Policy Statement. 
 
Rationale 
 
Music is the study and experiences of rhythmical combination of sounds.  Children should be 
given the opportunity to take part in the musical practice so they are able to develop in the 
many areas of learning that can be part of a musical education, the creative, aesthetic, 
emotional, and intellectual and areas of social development. 
 
 
Purposes. 
 
To help pupils develop: 
 
 Their creativity.  Children are able to create their own compositions and see themselves as 

musicians. 
 
 Their aesthetic development.  Musical activity will allow children to respond and react 

sensitively, imaginatively and intellectually. 
 
 Their physical skills.  Through musical activity children will develop skills to use a wide range 

of instruments including their own voice. 
 
 Their listening skills.  All pupils will learn to listen to a wide variety of music expressing 

contrasts in structure, dynamics and orchestration.  They will begin to listen analytically. 
 
 The ability to translate sound into symbol.  Children will develop their skills in recording 

their work using personal notation, moving gradually onto more   formal notation. 
 
 Their understanding of both pitch and rhythmical learning and the other inter-related 

musical dimensions in musical learning.  Children will learn to use the appropriate vocabulary 
to discuss their own work and the work of others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Lipson Vale Primary School – Music Policy 
 

12 
 

Guidelines. 
 
 

Through the teaching of music in this school.  Children should experience: 
 
 
 Planned work which develops the statutory programmes of study outlined in the National 

Curriculum across the keystages, ensuring continuity and progression building onto previous 
knowledge and experiences.  Musical learning   should be built within class themes where 
appropriate. 

 
 Opportunities to enable them to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding in 

performing and composing. 
 
 Opportunities to enable children to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding in 

listening and appraising music. 
 
 A range of musical tasks completed individually, within a collaborative group and within a 

whole class situation. 
 
 Musical activity through extended and extra curricula activities within school and the wider 

community. 
 
 Using a comprehensive range of musical resources including ICT, appropriate to the needs of 

the staff and the children. 
 
 

 
 
 

The Role of Instrumental  music lessons  at Lipson Vale Primary School. 
 
 

 
♫ 
 
 

We have now for several years welcomed the specialist tuition provided by different music 
teachers. The provision they offer, has enabled those children who have shown a greater 
interest in music, to develop their skills more formally. 
 We have enjoyed watching those children who have decided to take part in the scheme, 
develop in both their musical confidence and understanding. They have then been able to apply 
their musical skills within music curriculum lessons 
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 Plymouth Music states that a child’s musical development is just part of their objective. 
 
 
‘Building self-esteem, encouraging commitment, cultivating a sense of self-discipline and self-
control, learning how to learn and work at an accelerated pace, developing self-expression, 
communication, knowledge and awareness, expanding imagination and vision.  All these are 
central to Devon Youth Music’s aims, values and objectives. 
 
 
 
Questions that could be asked concerning instrumental lessons. 
 
How can children receive musical tuition? 
 
At the end of the summer term musical workshops are provided by our instrumental teachers to 
years 2, 3 and 4. (Children who are new to the school and are in year 5 are also welcome   to 
attend.)  Here the teachers will organise a short programme involving some of their pupils.  
Their performance will reflect their ability and the standard they have attained with their 
particular experience of their Music lessons.  The teacher will talk in detail about the 
instrument, the lesson and the expectations of the pupil’s involvement in terms of committed 
practice. Each child would then take home a letter (see Appendix A ) and would then have the 
opportunity to receive musical tuition. At times there is a waiting list and possibly only a few 
spaces available.  Here the places are allocated on a first come first served basis. 
 
 
What happens if the child loses interest in learning to play their chosen instrument? 
 
It is stressed at the beginning of a child’s involvement with formal musical tuition; they are 
committed for the year.  (The school does allow payment to be made on a termly basis. ) 
Children need to develop a sense of commitment.  Learning to play an instrument means a 
dedication in terms of time, and effort. 
 If a child begins to lose interest it is important that communication is made between the 
pupils, the music teacher, the parent and the music co-ordinator. Attention should be focused 
on finding ways of encouraging the pupil to practise and to regain interest in their music 
lessons. This could involve aiming towards a performance in assembly, to their class or to the 
music co-ordinator. 
 We do not expect every child to continue, although in our experience the majority do. If 
after much discussion and careful consideration, and the pupil were still not committed to 
his/her lessons then the place would be better used by a more enthusiastic pupil. 
 
Who are the teachers and when and where are the lessons? 
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We have four teachers who visit our school on a weekly basis. The day and time of their visit is 

decided at the beginning of each school year. 

 
Mrs Fice ~ Violin Tuition. 
 
Mr  Petitt  ~ Clarinet, cornet,  flute and guitar tuition. 
 
Miss Halse  ~ Piano and keyboard tuition. 
 
Mr Smith~    drums 
 
At the beginning of each year a pupil receives a timetable stating location, day and time of their 
lesson.  The children are grouped where possible according to their ability, and experience. A 
timetable will be issued to each child at the beginning of the school year.  
 
What happens to the missed curriculum if the music lesson is in school time? 
 
Each teacher is given a timetable at the beginning of the school year stating the particular 
children who will be having music lessons, and the day and time of their lessons. Where possible 
music lessons have been organized outside literacy and numeracy hours.  
It will be the child’s responsibility to complete the work that he/she has missed in his/her own 
time. 
 Lessons could be changed each term to ensure that a child is not regularly missing a 
particular lesson.  The class teacher will need to speak to the music co-ordinator in good time to 
ensure the timetable is changed. 
 
How does the school support the music tuition provided by Devon Youth Music? 
 
The school provides many opportunities for the children to practise and extend those skills 

developed in their specialist lessons, for example: 

1. Provision of a timetable for practise in school.  We understand that regular practice is vital 
if progress is to be made.  Children are encouraged to use the keyboards in lunch breaks 
where it is indicated on the timetable that a slot has been made available for them.  

 
2. Musicians are encouraged to participate in assemblies and in more formal performances, for 

example the carol service, concerts and school plays. From year 3 onwards children are 
invited to take part in our Primary Orchestra. Regular contact is made with our music 
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teachers.  Here music is given out and suggestions made about possible musical participation 
of their pupils. 

 
How can we be sure that pupils maintain regular practice? 
 
All those children who have decided to take specialist music tuition are invited to a meeting 
which is held in the summer term.  Practice and the importance of this as part of the pupils 
musical work will be high-lighted.  Children and parents will be expected to understand that the 
amount of progress made will be determined by the amount of practice completed by the pupil. 
 To help children regulate and organise their personal practice sessions each child will be 
issued with a diary at the beginning of each school year.  The parent and pupil will be required 
to write and sign the amount of time practising and the frequency of this practise.   This will 
then be monitored weekly by the teacher. This is also an opportunity for the teacher or pupil to 
write their targets for the week.  This might include musical exercises, pieces, scales, studies 
and theoretical work. 
 
How can parents find out about the progress of their child? 
 
If a parent has any questions about her child’s progress or concerns about the lessons initially 
the music co-ordinator should be contacted. The music co-ordinator can then talk to the 
relevant music teacher  and then report back to the parent. 
At the end of the summer term each child receives an individual report.  Here the parent can 
see how their child has progressed in attitude, skill and understanding. 
 
Many children have successfully passed formal examinations in a variety of instruments. The 
teacher will make contact with the parent when he feels that the child has reached the 
necessary standard in order to be entered for the examination. The examinations are taken 
across the country and are recognised as a clear indication of a child’s ability. 
 

Musical groups. 
 
♪ 
 

Lipson Vale Primary Orchestra:  Children are selected as a result of their attendance, and 
musical progression within their instrumental lessons from year 4, 5 and 6.  The musical 
ensemble practise takes place on Wednesday mornings at 8.30 am until 9.30 am. The sessions 
cover a varied repertoire focusing on different levels of complexity.  Children are invited 
initially for a taster session when they are in year 3 with a few to them joining the following 
September.  Curriculum time is given which further underlines the value given to our ensemble 
work.  
It is important for the children to work towards a formal performance. Listed below are the 
opportunities provided for them. 
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Autumn term:                           
Armistice day at Drake’s Circus.  
Christmas Fair 
Carol Service 
 
Spring Term:                         
Spring Concert 
External performance in St. Andrew’s Church 
 
Summer Term:                      
Summer Fair 
Hot dog Friday, busking performance.  
Leavers Play. 
 
 The orchestra has also provided music at other events including more formal assemblies when 
visitors are present, special occasions such as The Queen’s jubilee for example.  
The Music co-ordinator delivers the ensemble sessions and is supported by a TA.  We have also 
welcomed the assistance of music students or teaching students to support the children’s 
ensemble work.  
 
The work of our own Music teachers is invaluable in supporting the orchestra. The skills and 
expertise which is taught in their personal instrumental lessons is then applied in an ensemble 
setting. All of our Music teachers are very supportive of the orchestra and will encourage the 
children to participate and support them in their lessons when learning challenging pieces. 
 
 Music has always been an important aspect of life at Lipson Vale Primary School, our 
musical groups are vital to the overall orchestration.  As our initial quote said, 
 ‘We have established already in school children the belief that music belongs to everyone and 
is, with a little effort, available to everyone.’   
Our music groups give the opportunity to all children to further develop their music skills, and 
to therefore develop other social skills, which will benefit many aspects of their learning.  
 
It is reassuring that we have had support and acknowledgement of the orchestra’s achievement 
from the music department of Plymouth: Mr Barrie Mills and the Music Department at Lipson 
Academy.  
 
 
Music Transition. 
 
We are very fortunate to have made firm and consistent musical links with our main feeder 
school, Lipson Academy.  Over the last few years, two of the music teachers have worked 
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closely with our school’s musicians, particularly developing the skills, musical experiences and 
awareness of musical opportunities available as they progress to Key Stage 3.   The weekly 
practise at our school has enabled the children to attend a practise at Lipson Academy where 
they have worked closely with a musical mentor who has been able to guide them through the 
more challenging musical scores.   This has been an invaluable experience and has carefully 
nurtured their progression. Transition to Key Stage 3 can be a time when musician’s confidence 
flounders and other opportunities take preference.   My Twyman has been particularly 
delighted to welcome a solid group of musicians to his Players, musical tutor group this year.   
The children’s mastery of their musical skills have allowed them to apply confidently these in 
tackling new, instruments, musical genres  and a wide range of instrumental ensembles.  
 
Over the last two years, selected children from Year 5 have worked with other Primary Schools 
and Lipson Academy in the school’s annual musical production.  This has been a fantastic 
opportunity for the children to experience more formal musical theatre work and  has 
supported and encouraged them in participating in different musical events.   We have been 
very grateful to Mrs Holmes in her encouragements and invitation to this musical experience 
for our children.  
 
 
 
 
Recorder Groups. 
 
Infant beginner group:  Teacher Mrs Fice 
     
Children are mainly in year 2 but some of the older children in year 1 have attended. Here 
children are introduced to the descant recorder.  Basic skills in handling and blowing the 
instrument are practised.  Alongside the practical side of playing children are introduced to 
formal notation. Here children will begin to recognise the different notes and the time values 
of these notes.  Children will be expected to attend regularly, a register is kept. They will also 
be expected to practise at home, both their practical playing and their notation skills. The 
lesson is taken at lunch time. It is currently well attended and children make good progress. 
 
Literature used:  Red Hot recorder book. 
 
Intermediate group: Mrs Gill 
 
These children will have developed much specialist knowledge. The children will already be able 
to play many notes in the lower register. In this group they will strengthen this understanding 
and increase their repertoire of notes.  They will develop the ability to play all the notes of the 
lower register. (Middle C C the octave above.)  They will learn how to play some accidentals, 
for example F# . Children will mainly be playing in unison, although simple round playing will be 
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introduced.  The children will be more confident in reading music although the importance of 
understanding notation continues to need to be reinforced at the beginning of lessons. 
Literature used:  Concerts to sing, clap and play. 
Easy Recorder Tunes……………….Usborne. 
The school Recorder Book …………Book 2. 
Recorder from the Beginning (2)……J. Pitts. 
 
 
Advanced group: Presently no teacher. 
 
The children who attend this group are confident musicians.  They have increased their 
confidence in reading music and this allows them to sight-read new music accurately.  Their 
ability to be secure in their playing of music, both in rhythm and pitch allows the children to 
play simple two part pieces.  Here they are required to focus on their own music line and listen 
and respond to the performance of others in their group. The children will also be introduced to 
the higher register.( C  top  G.) This will enable them to play a variety of pieces and styles 
allowing much development in their musical understanding.   Currently this group is encouraged 
to attend Mrs Gill’s recorder group to assist the younger musicians and to strengthen their own 
skills.  
 
Resources: 
 
Musical resources are stored on music trolleys which can be found outside the music room.  
Students are given the role of collecting and transporting the instruments to the room in 
preparation for the lesson. Lesson requirements are varied, one trolley stores mainly percussion 
instruments, whilst the other one has tuned percussion instruments in it.  
 
The school has a collection of instruments which are loaned out to new pupils deciding to learn 
to play a musical instrument.  They are allowed to borrow the instrument for one year at which 
time they are expected to purchase their own instrument.    Information is recorded in a book.  
 
Literature used:    
 Recorder From The Beginning(3)………………..J. Pitts. 
Abracadabra Recorder (5). 
Aracadabra (6)………………………………….Hymns & Carols. 
 Concerts to sing, Clap & Play 
Red Hot Recorder book.  
                      
Literature used Cont.:   Carols To Sing, Clap & Play          
                            Descant Duos. 
                                        Classical Favourites. 
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Lipson Vale Choir. 
 
Our choir practices throughout the academic year. It is important that the children have a 
focus for their committed time and energy; there clear performance opportunities are provided 
for them.   We welcome children from year 3 upwards to attend our weekly meetings. In the 
autumn term children are initially introduced to a variety of songs in gradual increased 
complexity.  They are also taught and reminded about correct breathing, stance and use of 
their mouths. Exercises to help develop their attack of words, their pronunciation and their 
ability to sing in tune will take place at the beginning of each practice.  
 In the second half of this term we are working towards performances both at the 
Christmas Fair and at our Carol Service.  Children will be expected to learn words and practise 
in their own time as well as committed attendance to the choir meetings. A register is kept.  
The Christmas material adopted is a variety of traditional and modern, religious and secular. 
The term’s work is completed with a performance at the Carol Service.  Here their contribution 
is the basis for the musical input of the service.  
Over the last two years the choir has been successful in reaching the final for the Star for 
Christmas competition, which is a huge achievement and evidence of both their skill and 
enthusiasm.  
 During the Spring term again the children are aiming towards a performance at the 
Spring Concert.  In previous years children have performed at a Spring Festival with other 
schools or in their own concert held at Lipson Vale Primary School.   Here the songs chosen have 
varied in complexity and style but are selected with the purpose of enthusing the children and 
therefore encouraging them to perform at their best. 
In the Summer term the choir assist the singing at the leaver’s play.  Over the years this has 
really helped to drive further the quality of the singing and confidence in their singing 
performance. 
 
Percussion Groups:   
Throughout the school year there are specific occasions where we welcome a more varied 
accompaniment.  For example, during our Carol Service, our school play or perhaps some class 
assemblies.  Here short term meetings are held for those children interested, (mainly keystage 
2.) volunteers are asked to come forward, although sometimes those children with musical skills 
are head hunted. 
 During limited practice sessions children have the opportunity to learn, improve and 
perform the piece with the other musicians involved.  In the past chime bars, xylophones, 
glockenspiels and some untuned percussion instruments have been selected for our percussion 
groups. 
 

The delivery of the music curriculum. 
 
Presently, the music is covered by the following people. 
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Foundation :  Miss Jones and , Mr Whittaker  
Year 1           Mrs Fice Music co-ordinator    (PPA Cover ) 
Year 2           Mrs Fice Music co-ordinator    (PPA Cover ) 
Year 3           Mrs Fice Music co-ordinator   ( PPA Cover) 
Year 4           Mrs Fice Music co-ordinator   ( PPA Cover) 
Year 5           Mrs Fice Music co-ordinator   ( PPA Cover) 
Year 6           Mrs Fice Music co-ordinator   ( PPA Cover) 
 
Musical lesson Content:   
 
We continue to use extracts, lessons and particular musical ideas from Music Express, this 
helps to support clear progression and coverage of skills and ideas. However the music scheme 
is not adopted in its entirety;  the objectives and skills provide a back bone to ensure there is 
both breadth and balance.  
 
Changes to the curriculum have been noted and are now been applied to existing plans, 
particularly taking note of the themes and topic focus to ensure a more creative and real 
approach for the children.  Musical outcomes are planned in, to allow the children to aim and 
drive their music skills forward 
 
Music lessons aim to include a range of teaching tasks, including, singing, listening, playing 
(performing and composing) and sometimes moving.  Within these tasks children are then able 
to make a positive impact on the development on the range of musical skills and ideas.  
 
BLP 
Building Learning Power is an initiative which the school have adopted and consistently built into 
each lesson.  Music is no exception.  The delivery of the lesson, the completion of the tasks, 
required effective group collaboration and planning, a real perseverance, and an expectation of 
drawing on previous ideas, musical experiences in developing their own practical task.  Every 
lesson has a clear indication which area of BLP work will be a focus.  Children will be reminded 
how using particular muscles will benefit their work and understanding in a specific task.  
 
Wider Opportunities 
 
Wider Opportunities or First Access is a scheme introduced by Plymouth City council with a 
view that every child should have the right to learn to play a musical instrument.   The children 
currently in the year 3 class  are selected for the Wider Opportunities scheme.  
This has been a successful scheme which has allowed many children to experience learning to 
play the guitar or the flute. Currently we further separate the class into the two groups. There 
is no payment for the class instrumental lessons. 
The lesson contains a balances of activities including singing, listening and playing, however the 
children now use a more formal musical instrument to assist in their musical development. 
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Children are invited to have more formal paid instrumental tuition at the completion of the 
course.   This has been really successful and a number of musicians have decided to carry on 
with their lessons.  

 
 

Assessment. 
 
Assessment is an important part of our work in school.  We use our assessments diagnostically 
to help us plan challenging and inspiring musical experiences that are based on high 
expectations. 
 
Methods of Assessment 
Methods of assessment for music should vary according to what is required. They can 
include: 
  Observation of process 
  Sound recordings, Cassette/CD. Recording software e.g. Sound Recorder/Audacity 
  Observation of performance 
  Visual recordings – photographs, digital images, video 
  Pupils’ self-assessment 
  Written evidence – graphic/conventional 
  Oral questioning /pupil conferencing/interviews/scores 
  Evaluation questionnaires 
  Record keeping 
  Annual report to parents on the child’s progress and attainment 
 
 
It is important to make our observations with particular musical concepts/elements or skills in 
mind.   Music lessons are consistently evaluated and respond to the objectives set. Music 
Express refers continually throughout the units of work, to observation points.  These are 
highlighted and can be found next to the relevant part of the lesson plan.  Music Express has 
helped to make assessment workable and user friendly.  Now our observations will be an integral 
part of our teaching and we will be able to plan our consecutive lessons around our observations. 
 
There are some elements in music which are fundamental to children’s musical developments, eg. 
the ability to respond accurately to a steady beat or the ability to sing a melody.  Children’s 
ability to use these skills is vital to their future musical development   and could be marked and 
dated in the appropriate section in our record books.  Again our observations through our use of 
the observation points would support us. 
 
 
The broad level descriptors are included in this policy and these are then broken into targets 
and learning objectives which will be selected within the lessons and activities planned.  
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In the QCA schemes of work for Music, of which Musical Express is closely based on 
expectations of attainment can be recorded as   
 
At the end of this unit 
• Most children/pupils will be able to: 
• Some children will not have made so much progress and will be able to: 
• Some children will have progressed further and will be able to: 
 
Personal assessment is actively encouraged in response to questions about skills and 
understanding. Ideas, performances, and responses to questions are appraised and evaluated.  
 

Conclusion. 
 
♫ 

 
Music has always been an important aspect of the ethos of our school.  We encourage all 
children to actively participate musically in a range of settings and performances.  Part of our 
musical philosophy is that all children should be given the opportunity to develop their musical 
interest. We welcome all children to participate in our musical groups and to further develop 
their skills.  We also provide the opportunity for children to specialise and increase their 
formal understanding and skills. 
 
 The delivery of the teaching of the lessons at Lipson has made significant changes. Music 
is presently taught by a specialist music teacher. This has enabled consistency and the 
incorporation of specific, musically qualified instruction. 
The introduction of the Music Express scheme has enabled secure links to be made across the 
programmes of study which has ensure the children receive a balanced musical curriculum.  
 
It has also ensured that the children have made good progress in their skills and musical 
understanding. 
 
In using this policy as an aid in musical planning, it is hoped that teachers will also realise that 
music should not be contained to the music lesson.  Perhaps teachers will also begin to find ways 
of linking and introducing music in other areas of their work in the classroom.  Music can be an 
excellent tool and vehicle in delivering and developing many aspects of children’s work. 
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Lipson Vale primary School. 
 
Dear Parents,                             
 
Over the last few weeks, your child has attended many workshops which have been led by our instrumental 
teachers, Here they have been introduced to  different instruments including, flute, clarinet, cornet, keyboard, 
piano, violin and drums.  It has been a great opportunity for our current pupils to share their skills and 

Appendix A 
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enthusiasm. We are very fortunate at our school, that we employ many experienced and enthusiastic music 
teachers who play a key role in the development of the musical work at Lipson.   
 
Music is very much valued and encouraged at Lipson.  We are privileged to host a school orchestra which 
regularly meets allowing our musicians to give a purpose for their skills and encourage continual practice and 
performance.  Children are invited to play once they have established their musical skills which is usually after 1 
year.   Currently our orchestra has 26 musicians.  More recent performances have included concerts, our Carol 
Services, Summer Fair, the Spring Concert and the Leaver’s Play.   
 
We hope that many children will have been enthused by the workshops and have decided to learn to play an 
instrument. 
We are currently organizing our tuition classes for next year and welcome the opportunity to encourage many 
new musicians.   
 
The cost of the lessons is subsidized by the school and the price is very competitive in relation to the fees 
charged at other schools.  Lessons will be taught in groups.  The details of the subsidized tuition fees per term 
are as follows:  
 
The costs of the lessons will be as follows:  
 
A) Single child learning to play an instrument will be  
 
B) A second child in the same family, at this school, taking instrumental lessons,  
 
C) For a child learning to play more than one instrument, the second instrument will be 
charged at  
 
D) A reduced fee of   ( subsidized by the school) may also be available if you are in a 
receipt of income support, job seekers allowance( income based) or working tax credit up 
to free NHS prescription level.  Proof of receipt  of your benefit will need to be seen ; 
please contact me in this instance. 

 
To maximize the benefits and to ensure good progress is made, regular practice and commitment to lessons is 
required. Children should be prepared to have a year’s worth of lessons to allow their musical skills to be 
established  ( please note that a minimum of  half a term’s notice will be required should lessons wish to be 
terminated as our music teacher’s time is booked in advance). 
 
If you would like your child to be considered for music tuition next term, could you please complete the form 
attached.  The form needs to be returned to me by 18th July at the latest.  All cheques should be made payable 
to Plymouth City Council. 
 
Please note there are limited music places for next term.  Some children are presently on a waiting list from Key 
Stage 2. Places will be given out on a first come first served basis. 
 
Learning to play an instrument can be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. Much research reveals the 
enormous benefits that musical work can have on a child’s learning and concentration. It has been fantastic to 
watch our current musicians grow and develop musically over the year. 
 
We look forward to welcoming more musicians next tem. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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  Mrs C. Fice   Music Co-ordinator 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  FORM A  For starting instrumental lessons – Autumn term 2016 
 
Child’s name……………………………………………………………………….   Class…………………….. 
 
I would like my child to commence lessons on the keyboard/ Piano/ flute /clarinet /cornet or violin, drums*. I 
enclose my fee of £……….for the Autumn term. 
 
I would like details regarding the hire/purchase or access to borrow   a  
 
Signed………………………………………………………………….  Date…………………………. 
 
*  Drum tuition is billed directly from the teacher.  No payment is required at this stage, however the form 
should still be completed. 
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Level 1 
 I know about and can explore sounds.  
 I use my voice in different ways such as speaking, singing and 
chanting. 

 I think about others when performing. 
 I repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns.  
 I can create and choose sounds.  
 I respond to different moods in music and recognise changes 
in sounds. 

 I can identify simple repeated patterns and follow musical 
instructions.  

 
Level 2 
 I can recognise and explore how sounds can be organised.  
 I sing with a sense of the shape of the melody, 
 I can perform simple patterns and accompaniments keeping 
to a steady pulse.  

 I can choose carefully and order sounds within simple 
structures such as beginning, middle, end, and in response to 
given starting points.  

 I can represent sounds with symbols 
 I can understand how the musical elements can be used to 
create different moods and effects.  

 I can improve my own work.  
 
Level 3 
 I can recognise and explore the ways sounds can be combined 
and used expressively.  

 I can sing in tune with expression  
 I can perform rhythmically simple parts that use a small 
range of notes.  

 I can improvise repeated patterns. 
 I can join several layers of sound and understand the effect.  
 I understand how different musical elements are combined 
and used expressively. 

 I can make improvements to my own work, and comment on 
the effect.  

 
Level 4 
 I can identify and explore the relationship between sounds 
and how music reflects different meanings. 

 I can maintain my own part and be aware of how the 
different parts fit together to achieve an overall effect in 
performances.  

 
 I can improvise melodic and rhythmic phrases as part of a 
group performance and compose by developing ideas within 
musical structures.  

 I can describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of 
music using musical words.  

 I can suggest improvements to my own and others' work and 
comment on how it has been achieved.  

 
Level 5 
 I can identify and explore musical devices. 
 I know how music reflects time and place.  

Appendix B 
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 I can perform important parts from memory and from 
notations and am aware of my own contribution such as 
leading others, taking a solo part and/or providing rhythmic 
support.  

 I can improvise melodic and rhythmic material within given 
structures. 

 I can use a variety of notations. 
 I can compose music for different occasions using musical 
devices such as melody, rhythms, chords and structures.  

 I can analyse and compare musical features.  
 I can evaluate how place, occasion and purpose affects the 
way music is created, performed and heard.  

 I can refine and improve my work.  
 
Level 6 
 I can identify and explore the different processes and 
contexts of some musical genres and styles.  

 I can select and make expressive use of tempo, dynamics, 
phrasing and timbre.  

 I can make adjustments to fit my own part within a group 
performance.  

 I can improvise and compose in different genres and styles, 
using harmonic and non-harmonic devices, sustaining and 
developing musical ideas and achieving different intended 
effects.  

 I can use relevant notations to create material.  
 I can analyse, compare and evaluate how music reflects the 
contexts in which it is created, performed and heard.  

 I can make improvements to my own and others' work in 
relation to the style. 
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Level 1 
Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be made and changed. They use their voices in 
different ways such as speaking, singing and chanting, and perform with awareness of others. 
They repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns and create and choose sounds in response to 
given starting points. They respond to different moods in music and recognise well-defined 
changes in sounds, identify simple repeated patterns and take account of musical instructions. 
 
Level 2 
Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be organised. They sing with a sense of the shape 
of the melody, and perform simple patterns and accompaniments keeping to a steady pulse. 
They choose carefully and order sounds within simple structures such as beginning, middle, end, 
and in response to given starting points. They represent sounds with symbols and recognise how 
the musical elements can be used to create different moods and effects. They improve their 
own work. 
 
Level 3 
Pupils recognise and explore the ways sounds can be combined and used expressively. They sing 
in tune with expression and perform rhythmically simple parts that use a limited range of notes. 
They improvise repeated patterns and combine several layers of sound with awareness of the 
combined effect. They recognise how the different musical elements are combined and used 
expressively and make improvements to their own work, commenting on the intended effect. 
 
Level 4 
Pupils identify and explore the relationship between sounds and how music reflects different 
intentions. While performing by ear and from simple notations they maintain their own part with 
awareness of how the different parts fit together and the need to achieve an overall effect. 
They improvise melodic and rhythmic phrases as part of a group performance and compose by 
developing ideas within musical structures. They describe, compare and evaluate different kinds 
of music using an appropriate musical vocabulary. They suggest improvements to their own and 
others' work, commenting on how intentions have been achieved. 
 
Level 5 
Pupils identify and explore musical devices and how music reflects time and place. They perform 
significant parts from memory and from notations with awareness of their own contribution 
such as leading others, taking a solo part and/or providing rhythmic support. They improvise 
melodic and rhythmic material within given structures, use a variety of notations and compose 
music for different occasions using appropriate musical devices such as melody, rhythms, 
chords and structures. They analyse and compare musical features. They evaluate how venue, 
occasion and purpose affects the way music is created, performed and heard. They refine and 
improve their work. 
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Level 6 
Pupils identify and explore the different processes and contexts of selected musical genres and 
styles. They select and make expressive use of tempo, dynamics, phrasing and timbre. They 
make subtle adjustments to fit their own part within a group performance. They improvise and 
compose in different genres and styles, using harmonic and non-harmonic devices where 
relevant, sustaining and developing musical ideas and achieving different intended effects. They 
use relevant notations to plan, revise and refine material. They analyse, compare and evaluate 
how music reflects the contexts in which it is created, performed and heard. They make 
improvements to their own and others' work in the light of the chosen style. 
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Year group Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term  

Foundation    

Year 1  Exploring sounds 
Exploring duration 
(How are animals 
different?) 

Exploring rhythm and pulse 
and pitch. 
Where did people use to 
live? 

Exploring instruments 
and symbols. 
Exploring tempo, 
timbre and dynamics. 
How does our world 
change? 

Year 2 Duration 
Rhythm and pulse.  
 

Exploring pitch 
Exploring instruments and 
symbols. 

Exploring timbre, 
tempo and dynamics, 
Exploring sounds. 

Year 3 Exploring descriptive 
sounds. 
(What changes did the 
Ice age cause?) 

Exploring rhythmic patters 
and arrangements. (What 
did the Romans do for us?) 

Exploring sound 
colours. 
(Why are rainforests 
important?) 

Year 4  Exploring arrangements. 
(What was it like in 
ancient Egypt?) 

Exploring melodies and 
scales. Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music, drawn 
from different traditions. 

Exploring sound 
colours. 
Wider Opportunities 
guitars/Flutes 

Year 5  Exploring rounds 
(What did the Greeks do 
for us?) 

Exploring rhythm and 
pulse.  
(Why did the Vikings 
invade?) 

Exploring sound 
source/ and processes. 
Why are there 
different types of 
coasts. 

Year 6  Cyclic Patterns, 
exploring rhythm and 
pulse, gamelan.  Links to 
Indian music 

Exploring lyrics and 
melodies. 
(Links with world War 2) 
 

Exploring 
rounds/Leavers play 
focus. ( Performing 
together.) 
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Lipson Vale Primary School Music Information 2017—2018 

 
 
Whole school music performance singing assembly KS2 
 
Girls  114   Boys 115       SEN     52 
 
KS1 : Assembly with singing and musical input. 
 
Girls 97    Boys   105     
 
 
Orchestra:                                  Lipson Academy orchestra 
 
Girls 18    Boys  8       SEN 0                    Girls  5  Boys 3   SEN 
0  
 
Choir 
 
Girls  69   Boys 18    SEN   11 
 
Instrumental tuition, ( cornet, clarinet, flute, violin, keyboard, 
piano, drums, guitar 
 
Girls 26  Boys  27     SEN 4         (  Total 52 )  ( 2018- 2019   
Total pupils 73)  
 
Wider opportunities ( Flute and guitar ) 
 
Girls 29  Boys  30           SEN   9 
 
Reorders: 
 
Girls 30  Boys 10   SEN  2 
 
Ocarinas: 
 
Girls  6 Boys 0   SEN  2 
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