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Welcome back everyone after, what I truly hope was, a relaxing and enjoyable Easter break. The weather 

was very kind to us throughout the break and I hope that you and your families we able to get out and 

about safely to enjoy it. 

 

This term is already proving to be an exciting and busy one. We are fortunate enough to have djembe 

drums on loan that all pupils will have access to across the term—a truly special experience to add to the 

already rich musical experiences here at Lipson Vale. You will also notice that there is a lot of writing 

celebrated throughout this Notes from the Vale. Teachers spent time during lockdown evaluating our writing 

curriculum and developed our approach to better meet the needs of our pupils. All this hard work is having 

such a positive effect on pupils gaining new knowledge in writing and is helping them to become skilled 

authors. 

 

More recently, all staff have taken part in bespoke training on being ‘Trauma Informed’. This training was 

inspirational and helped us all consider school systems that could better support all pupils by focusing on 

relationships and repair. All of our learning from this training will help us when reviewing our Behaviour Policy 

and considering how, as a whole school community, we can support and celebrate behaviour through 

relationships. Watch this space! 

 

RHSE Policy 

Following our recent consultation with parents/carers, the Governors, at a recent meeting, adopted our 

new policy for the delivery of Relationship, Health and Sex Education across the school. This policy was the 

result of a significant amount of work by Mrs Foster and respondents to the consultations unanimously 

supported its introduction. If you haven’t yet had a chance to read it, it can be found on our school 

website. 

 

Polling Station 

As I have previously mentioned, we are remaining open to all pupils next Thursday 6th May as well as 

remaining as a polling station. The polling station will be in the Foundation classrooms with access for voters 

up the driveway off Old Laira Road. No school staff or pupils will have access to the Foundation classrooms 

during the day as it will be closed off. Foundation pupils will be based in the hall and other areas around the 

school. Mr Whittaker has been busy making a plan for them for the day. The only difference will be that 

Foundation pupils will be welcomed into school and dismissed from the entrance door to the left of their 

classroom (signs will be placed to help parents/carers find their way). All other pupils will access school as 

normal. I hope that you share how pleased we are that we have not needed to close school on this day. 

My thanks goes to the Elections Team at the Council for supporting us with this. 

 

As Monday is a bank holiday, I hope you have a wonderful long weekend and we will see you all on 

Tuesday for another jam-packed week of learning. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a 
community with a bright future. 



 

Reading Cup 

Louie Caley 

‘H’ Cup  

Mati Nungirai 

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little more 

cautious at the moment; however, for those pupils 

well enough, we still have high expectations for 

daily attendance.  

FJW 98.3 

FW 97.9 

1BH 99.6 

1K 100.0 

2M 100.0 

2BR 92.9 

3L 98.2 

3F 97.2 

4KW 97.5 

4P 97.6 

5S 92.5 

5P 94.6 

6W 97.8 

6AW 98.3 
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The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

1K & 2M in FS/KS1 

6AW in KS2 

Harris Cup              

Eva Smith             



Foundation pupils were so excited to 

see that a Blue Tit has begun to nest 

in the camera box outside of their 

classrooms. They have counted the 

eggs carefully and think that they see 

6 in total. The camera will be on 

all the time so that they can keep 

a close eye of what happens 

next. 

Year 3 this week learnt 

and practised new sewing skills in 

D&T, in preparation for sewing the 

features onto their rainforest 

puppets. Great concentrating 

everyone.  

We are certainly beginning to 

enjoy using our djembe drums. 

Last week the children sang a 

Ghanaian song and used the 

drums to accompany it. On 

Wednesday Year 1 built up 

different rhythms to make a simple 

performance.   



Year 3 have got off to a great start this term 

by researching and creating wonderful 

independent projects linked to our Rainforests 

Geography topic, for the summer term.  

The Foundation children have loved 

exploring the garden over the last couple of 

weeks - and have been very lucky with the 

warmer weather! Mr Whittaker kindly built a ball 

run for the children which they have enjoyed 

playing with. They have also been measuring 

and comparing length outside. 

In maths, the children have been focusing on 

teen numbers and have been counting from 

ten to twenty. They have been matching and 

representing teen numbers using ten frame 

representations. The children know that a full ten 

frame is worth ten, so they can count on to find 

the total. 



In Year 1 we have been learning about so many 

different things! 

We have been learning all about how plants grow 

- we have observed, sketched and even planted 

our own beans. We are looking forward to finding 

out what they need to grow! We used some old 

flowers to make our own stamps and prints too! 

 

In art, we have been learning about William Morris 

and did our own observational sketches in his 

style. We liked his wallpaper. 

 

Our English is based around Jack and the 

Beanstalk. This week the children have been 

acting out the story and made their own story 

maps. 

 

In maths, we had a very special lesson with Mr 

Lewis-Cole! We have been learning to count in 2’s 

and even went on a sock hunt in the classroom! 

 

We are loving the sunny weather and being able 

to take our learning outside more! 



Year 2’s English unit has been based around 

the story of ‘Grandad’s Island’ and this week 

we have written some short burst writing tasks. 

We have written them in the style of a letter 

and a diary to immerse ourselves in the text. 

In maths, we have been investigating different 

ways of making numbers up to 100 and we are 

now writing directly into our books! 

In Year 3, we have been reading the book, The 

Great Kapok Tree, in our English lessons and 

immersing ourselves in the story. We have 

created storyboards to help us to learn, 

summarise and retell the text. Here are some 

examples from 3L.  



Year 6 have been focusing on descriptive language. They were asked to 

respond, in writing, to a given picture and to consider carefully the 

vocabulary choices. Here are some great examples. Zoom in and enjoy! 



As a way of helping the community, Tesco 

Transit Way have collaborated with Argyle 

Community Trust and have created an 

activity pack to distribute to various schools 

and other facilities in order to provide 

children with a fun and engaging booklet. 

Please find the activity booklet by clicking 

on the image above. Tesco Transit Way 

hope that you find this a useful resource and 

that the children enjoy the pack!   

Plymouth Hockey Club 

If you would like your children to enjoy a fun, friendly and safe environment, please     

encourage them to come down and play hockey with us.             

We offer 6-weeks trial without charge. 

Coaching sessions take place on Sunday mornings.   

For further information visit the webpage  or email: 

committee@plymouthhockeyclub.org.uk 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEXEG2UoUU/lAVYd673IaMlGO0dn2SbLQ/view?utm_content=DAEXEG2UoUU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer
https://www.plymouthhockeyclub.org.uk/
mailto:committee@plymouthhockeyclub.org.uk




Things to talk about at home…  

 Aside from being used for 

countries, do you know 

any other organisations 

that use a flag? Are you 

part of one? 

 How many different 

countries do you think you 

could identify? 

 Why do you think flags are 

considered very important 

to some people? 

Well done to 5P for winning the 
classroom energy saving competition last 
term! The children collected points for 
the best classroom recycling and energy saving and were great at 
turning off lights and the projector.  They also did lots of super recycling. 
 
Thank you to Honey from Year 3 for her fantastic Save the Planet 
poster. You have shown lots of great ways to remind us all how  to look after 
the planet.  Keep a look out at school to see if you can spot Honey's 
posters. 
 
This term we shall be focusing on 'PLASTICS.'  
 
As part of the children's learning this week, they have been taught about 
how single use plastics are damaging the planet.  We have talked about 

how to reduce using these plastics and the children have come up with lots of great 
ideas.  Over the rest of this term please help your child to think of ways they can use 
less plastic, such as never accepting plastic bags when shopping but using your 
own reusable bag.  Trying to have a plastic free picnic or packed lunch.  Please 
encourage your child to share this work with their class teachers. 
 
At the end of term, (before half term) the class who has made the greatest effort & 
shared their ideas with their class & teacher, to reduce their use of plastics will win:   
AN AFTERNOON OF FOREST SCHOOL! 

GOOD LUCK EVERYONE! 

 

Miss Worth when asked about what she does to help the planet said, 'in my class we 
don't laminate things in the way that we used to. Things that could potentially be used 
more than once are straightened out and used again’. 



Dates for your diaries: 
 

03.05.21   Early May Bank Holiday. 

31.05-04.06.21   Half Term holidays. 

07.06.21   First day of second half   

    term. 

22.07.21   Last day of term. 

23.07.21   Non Pupil      

    Day. 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

As we welcomed pupils back this term we started focusing on a new school value: 
communication. 

We considered the importance of words and the power that these have when we 

communicate with others, before moving on to consider how we can 

communicate without words. Pupils created freeze-frames of how we can 

communicate ‘respect’, ‘care’ and ‘collaboration’ among others without using an 

words at all! 
When might we need to communicate without words? Why? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

