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This term is proving to be an extremely busy one indeed. It has been wonderful to regain a small sense of 

normality with visitors coming back into school to support with our curriculum delivery and for some pupils to 

begin to venture out of the school to take part in unique opportunities. We have also started to think ahead 

to September with the announcement of places allocated for new pupils to join Lipson Vale in September 

and considering the successful transition of our Year 6 pupils to their secondary schools. 

 

Staffing news 

After 30+ years of dedicated service to Lipson Vale, Mrs Marsh has decided that it is time for her to have a 

bit of a rest and retire (she promises me that it is nothing I have done!). Her departure is an incredible loss for 

the school and leaves enormous shoes to fill. Mrs Marsh has worked tirelessly to provide the very best 

education and opportunities for pupils at Lipson Vale throughout the years and maintained this dedication 

over the last year by facing the challenges posed by Covid and lockdowns with positivity: we are all 

incredibly thankful to her for this. I know you will share in my heartful thanks to Mrs 

Marsh for selflessly giving to the school, often at personal expense.  

We have already run the recruitment process for a Deputy Headteacher to join the 

team in September and I am pleased to announce that, after a formal interview, 

myself and the Governors appointed Emma Stephens. Mrs Stephens (photo to the 

right) joins us from an Exeter school and brings with her a wealth of knowledge and 

experience in improving writing outcomes for pupils, as well as significant 

experience teaching in KS2.  Mrs Stephens is a passionate educator who, I believe, 

is a great fit for the team at Lipson Vale and will continue to support our drive for 

high-quality education for all pupils. Mrs Stephens will be in school over the coming 

term and I hope to be able to introduce you to her in person. 

In the final bit of staffing news, I am really excited to let you know that we have 

another baby on the way: Miss Kaar (4KW) is expecting! I am sure you share in my 

excitement and wish Miss Kaar a happy and healthy pregnancy. 

 

Curriculum 

You may have noticed that year group teachers have all had some time out of class in the last few weeks. 

This is for a very good and exciting reason! There has been a lot of work going on behind the scenes to look 

closely at our curriculum across the school in all subjects and year groups have had time to relook at their 

curriculum and how this can be adapted to strengthen what we will offer our pupils from September. It has 

definitely created a buzz of excitement around the school for the new topics coming our way. Watch this 

space! 

 

We have been discussing reports for this year and are in the final stages of sorting these - our aim to is to 

provide face-to-face parent meetings along with a summary report. More details to follow. Wishing all of our 

families a wonderful weekend. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a 
community with a bright future. 



 

Harris Cup 

Grace Symons  

McIver Cup 

Alisa Bikova 

‘H’ Cup 

Drew Summerfield 

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little more 

cautious at the moment; however, for those pupils 

well enough, we still have high expectations for daily 

attendance.  

3L 85.7 

3F 96.6 

4KW 97.5 

4P 96.4 

5S 95.8 

5P 94.6 

6W 97.4 

6AW 97 
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The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

FW in FS/KS1 

4KW in KS2 

FJW 98.8 

FW 99.2 

1BH 95.7 

1K 96.4 

2M 97 

2BR 96.4 

‘Together we achieve’ 



Year 6 was visited by Charles Darwin 

to support with their history learning. 

The experience was enjoyed by all 

and definitely helped with gaining a 

better understanding. 

Last Friday Year 1 had a fabulous history 

workshop when they were visited by 

Florence Nightingale and a soldier from the 

Crimean war.  We learnt so much about 

Florence, who was also known as ‘The Lady 

with the Lamp’, as she helped hundreds of 

soldiers and improved hospital care during 

and after the Crimean war.  We were shown 

an old stretcher and had to help the injured 

teddies with their wounds!  Florence was 

given money for her remarkable work and 

used it to build St Thomas’ hospital in 

London.  What an amazing lady she was!  

Year 3 have worked hard this 

week  to apply their sewing skills 

in attaching features to their 

sock puppets.  This rainforest 

puppet is called Mr Foggington. 

Thank you Miss Stapleton for 

helping us.  



Natan and Michael (Year 4) had an 

explosive time this week showing their 

classes their working volcanoes! 

Science in action. 

Mrs Law from Lipson Co-operative 

Academy is currently leading the Year 3 children 

in a series of gymnastics sessions. The children are 

really enjoying the opportunity to think about the 

different sitting positions and movement, balance 

and partner work. Today they also thought about 

ways to travel from one side of their mat to the 

other and how to change from a low, medium or 

high position. The children are thinking carefully 

about their individual and group sequences and 

it is great to see their enthusiasm and efforts in 

collaborating and improving their work.  

Year 3 have been learning how water is 

transported around a plant. We put celery in 

coloured water to see what would happen and 

recorded our results. We found that even the very 

tip of the celery turned red and observed that the 

celery had absorbed the water which had 

travelled up the plant. This helped us to 

understand how plants get the moisture and 

nutrition they need when growing in the garden.  



Mayflower 400 (1 year on..) 

Spirit of Adventure Sailing Day 

Last Wednesday, 24 intrepid crew from Y5, plus 6 staff, set off to Plymouth Yacht Haven to join 

three of The Island Trust’s classic wooden sailing boats. We had been lucky enough to be 

asked last year if our school would like to take part in the ‘Spirit of Adventure’ sailing day as 

part of Plymouth’s Mayflower 400 celebrations. Sadly, of course, last year it was postponed 

but, luckily for the current Y5, it was set up again. We also managed to miss the gale force 

winds of the day before! We boarded one of three boats – Moosk, Pegasus or Johanna - met 

our lead crew who ran the adventure for us, donned life jackets, had a safety briefing, 

wrapped up very warmly and sailed off into Plymouth Sound. The children on each boat 

were put to work quickly, hauling ropes, unwrapping sails and taking turns on the tiller. 

Everyone seemed to get sea legs very quickly and made their way around the wooden 

decks nimbly and steadily. We sailed around the Sound for several hours, identifying well 

known landmarks and learning new terms for parts of the boat as well as for features on and 

near the sea. There were occasional close encounters with the other boats and strange 

messages and songs were passed across the water! The weather was breezy but sometimes 

sunny and there was hardly a drop of rain! Lunch was eaten in the galley below decks and all 

too soon it was time to manoeuvre our way back towards the boats’ moorings. We really 

enjoyed the day though were very glad to get everyone home without getting wet – 

although the assumption was made by those in school that at least one person would have 

fallen in! 

Hopefully the children will remember this event for many years and maybe it will have inspired 

some of them to get involved in sailing themselves in the future. Certainly several of them 

took to it like a duck to water – or a sailor to a boat! Huge thanks to all those involved in 

organising this event for us and The Island Trust for letting us take over their beautiful boats. 



This week, Year 3 have received some 

fantastic home learning on our 

geography topic of rainforests 

and science topic of plants.  

In English, Year 1 have been learning to write 

longer sentences using 'and' in the middle. The 

teachers have been super impressed with their 

wonderful writing skills. Our Read Write Inc 

learning is going really well. Look at how 

absorbed Bethany and Freya are in their 

reading, well done to you both!  

Daniel and Georgina’s 

(FW) super writing 

inspired by the daily 

happenings in the school 

bird box. We are all 

loving our regular baby 

Blue Tit updates.  



Year 5, as part of their rivers topic, 

have been making modroc river 

systems this week. Both classes worked 

in teams to design, create and 

evaluate their models which showed 

the different features of a river.   

Year 1 children, in Forest School, learned 

about the different parts of trees, worked as 

teams and put the mud slide back in action! 

In art, we painted our foam tiles and made 

our very own prints in the style of William 

Morris!  





  

Sun Safety for Families 
 

Boots and Soltan have teamed up to create 

a fabulous online resource for families to help 

spread awareness of Sun Safety.  

Activities include life hacks for children in 

summer time, how to correctly apply sun 

cream and why sun protection is so 

important to look after our skin.  

 

To view these excellent resources click on the 

sun.  

 

Argyle Community Trust May  

Half-Term Roadshows 

 

This half term the Community Trust are 

holding Roadshows all over Plymouth 

including here at Lipson Vale.  

 

They have a variety of football and multi 

sports activity days that are available for 

primary school aged children.  

 

These are always popular, so advance 

booking through their website is advised!  

 

             Click here to find out more. 

If you are interested in joining Plymouth Hockey 

Club please email: 

Committee@plymouthhockeyclub.org  

Morrisons’ Children’s Little Library  

This new initiative, shaped by OU research and  

collaboration, aims to promote the joy of reading by  

Increasing access to and ownership of books.        

Children, teenagers, and parents can pick up a book 

for free at any Morrisons store across the UK and      

donate one in its place, if they can. Morrisons are   

donating 50,000 books to help families in need.  

Do pop into your nearest store and give unwanted 

books!  

https://soltansunready.com/for-families?utm_campaign=2147371_Boots_EVERFI_2021_MAY_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Edcoms&utm_content=familyhub_image&dm_i=3Q6Z,1A0X7,4C9SPC,4M2JC,1
https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/soccer-roadshows/
https://soltansunready.com/for-families?utm_campaign=2147371_Boots_EVERFI_2021_MAY_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Edcoms&utm_content=familyhub_image&dm_i=3Q6Z,1A0X7,4C9SPC,4M2JC,1


Things to talk about at home…  

 Do you like to play any 

sports in your spare time? 

 Do you enjoy watching 

any sports? If so, which 

ones? 

 Do you think having fun is 

an important part of sport 

– either taking part or 

watching? 

We hope you are all enjoying the challenge of using less plastic. Please do 
remember to share these ideas with your teachers and friends. 
 
Mr Petty says, ‘I use Smol dishwasher tabs and washing powder in 
cardboard boxes rather than plastic tubs. I also use bigger crisp bags which 
are great as they use less plastic and then I can clip it shut rather than using 
lots of small packs. We also use soap and shampoo bars and then we don’t 
have to throw away any plastics. 
 
Mrs Marsh says, ‘ I also use Smol for my washing liquid, dishwasher and 
conditioner and now household sprays. Washing/dishwasher capsules 
come in cardboard packaging through the post. Conditioner comes in 
recycled capped bottles which you return when empty. Household sprays 
are capsules sent by post which dissolve in water, so you keep using the 
same bottles. This means we are able to use these products, without any 

plastics and packaging is recycled or used to return bottles! 
 
Lots of great ideas, thank you Mr Petty and Mrs Marsh 
If you are interested, (I know I am) look up - www.smolproducts.com  
 
The Year 5s have been busy helping to keep our school clean 
and free from litter.  They have really been enjoying this 
responsibility and are keen to keep our school grounds and 
Plymouth free from litter!  
Thank you Year 5s you have been doing a great job. 

http://www.smolproducts.com


Dates for your diaries: 

 
31.05-04.06.21   Half Term holidays. 

07.06.21   First day of second 

                             half term. 

14.06.21               Tempest Photography  

22.07.21   Last day of term 

23.07.21   Non Pupil Day 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

Throughout this term we have continued to think about our school value: 
communication 

Last week was ‘Deaf Awareness Week’ and this coincided beautifully with us 

thinking together about how we communicate without words. Pupils learnt some 

basic British Sign Language. Ask us to show you some of what we have learnt! 

We also looked closely at how we are communicated with by signs and symbols in 

our environment. 
How would you communicate ‘respect’ without using words? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

